
iRepository iRepository 

MSJ Capstone Projects Graduate Research Projects 

2019-10-15 

Animal cruelty - who to blame? Animal cruelty - who to blame? 

Fakhra Afzal 

Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.iba.edu.pk/research-projects-msj 

 Part of the Animal Studies Commons, and the Environmental Studies Commons 

https://www.iba.edu.pk/
https://www.iba.edu.pk/
https://ir.iba.edu.pk/
https://ir.iba.edu.pk/research-projects-msj
https://ir.iba.edu.pk/research-projects-all
https://ir.iba.edu.pk/research-projects-msj?utm_source=ir.iba.edu.pk%2Fresearch-projects-msj%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1306?utm_source=ir.iba.edu.pk%2Fresearch-projects-msj%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1333?utm_source=ir.iba.edu.pk%2Fresearch-projects-msj%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


 

 

   

 

 

ANIMAL CRUELTY - WHO TO BLAME? 
This Research report is submitted to the Faculty of Journalism as partial fulfillment Masters of 

Science in Journalism degree 

 

 

by 

 

 

Fakhra Afzal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supervised by 

Hammad Sarfraz 

Lecturer 

Centre for Excellence in Journalism 

Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Karachi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Semester 2019 

Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Karachi, Pakistan 

  

https://ir.iba.edu.pk/research-projects-msj

Published by iRepository,



 

 

   

 

 

ANIMAL CRUELTY - WHO TO BLAME? 
This Research report is submitted to the Faculty of Journalism as partial fulfillment Masters of 

Science in Journalism degree 

 

 

by 

 

 

Fakhra Afzal  

(Student Number: 19900) 

 

 

Committee: 

 

Dr. Nadya Mujahid Chishty 

Assistant Professor  

Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Karachi 

 

Gibran Ashraf 

Head Islamabad City Desk 

Express Tribune 

 

Hammad Sarfraz 

Supervisor 

Centre for Excellence in Journalism 

Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Karachi 

 

 

 

 

Fall Semester 2019 

Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Karachi, Pakistan 

https://ir.iba.edu.pk/research-projects-msj

Published by iRepository,



 

iii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright: 2019, Fakhra Afzal 

All Rights Reserved 

  

https://ir.iba.edu.pk/research-projects-msj

Published by iRepository,



 

iv 

 

Dedication  

To my Parents for their amazing brought-up, my sister who left me but lives in my heart (Sumia 

Afzal), My Brother for always being by my side, My Husband for showing the confidence in me 

and my Children Musa and Muntaha. 

  

https://ir.iba.edu.pk/research-projects-msj

Published by iRepository,



 

v 

 

Acknowledgement 

I extend my acknowledgement to my supervisor Hammad Sarfaraz who had been so kind, and 

my mentor Sir Kamal Siddiqi for always believing in me. 

 

 

 

  

 

https://ir.iba.edu.pk/research-projects-msj

Published by iRepository,



 

vi 

 

 

Table of Contents 

 
Dedication ......................................................................................................................... IV 

Acknowledgement ............................................................................................................. V 

Table of Contents .............................................................................................................. VI 

Abstract ............................................................................................................................ VII 

Animal cruelty: who to blame?............................................................................................1 

Poor Habitat and Animal Cruelty ....................................................................................... 4 

State Of Animal Hospitals .................................................................................................. 7 

Animal Rights and Animal Shelters ................................................................................. 10 

Animal Rights and Islam .................................................................................................. 14 

Animal Rights and Schools’ Curriculum .......................................................................... 15 

Killing/Culling of Dogs .................................................................................................... 17 

Poor Veterinary Training .................................................................................................. 18 

Animal Rights and Law .................................................................................................... 19 

References …………………………………………………………………………….... 21 

 

 

  

https://ir.iba.edu.pk/research-projects-msj

Published by iRepository,



 

vii 

 

Abstract 

This piece on animals is a journalistic work where on field situation and visits are recorded 

coupled with interviews from the sources. It must be noted that the animal lives in a 

deplorable state in Pakistan, so much so, that there are no fresh legislations since the 

country gained independence from Britishers in 1947.The same goes true for the state of 

animal hospitals. Richmond Crawford is the only government run hospital in the 

metropolis Karachi and the private hospitals are suitable for pet owners only, in a position 

to go an extra mile to spend money on their imported pets. The worst situation is for stray 

animals, especially the dogs, cats and donkeys. The dogs culling/killing is a known 

phenomenon justified by both Civil society and government alike. Animal shelters flag 

bearers of animal activism are also not in great numbers. Moreover, religion is also used 

to employ cruelty on animals by misquoted and under-represented notions of the religion. 

By asking scholars, activists and school owners in the story it becomes evident that 

religion teaches mercy on these living creatures, activists often times go with the stride of 

hunting for foreign funding and a lack of general awareness on animal treatments is the 

core issue needs to be addressed on urgent basis. Lastly, proper veterinary training 

institutes and vet licenses also needs to be in proper check and order. 

 The piece is an effort to research and report objectively on the issues surrounding 

animals. 
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Animal Cruelty: Who to Blame?  

  

  

Caged baby kittens at the Innocent Pet Shelter, near Malir Cantt. They were rescued after their mother was poisoned 

to death. 

Two-month-old kittens locked in a rusty cage were looking with wide eyes and hungry mouths 

questioning with their eyes to provide them with the warmth of their mother cat. This is the story 

of these poor kittens kept in the Innocent Pet Shelter’s vicinity located at the outskirts of Karachi, 

where they were rescued by a kind hearted old man after their mother was poisoned to death. This 

is a normal on the busy streets of Karachi when dead animals keep lying on streets and roads either 

hit by accident or given a conscious and planned death which needs to be stopped as a mass 

elimination of animals. They must have an equal right to life as humans.  
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 Zain Mustafa, President of the society for protection of animal (SPAR), explained it to be 

a mindset that believes animals as lesser beings than humans and the purpose they have is to serve 

humans in whatever capacity fits right, which should be condemned and not deemed as true. He 

emphasized that the eco-system is for all living beings to co-exist in harmony and the stronger 

ones have the responsibility to look after the weaker ones (Zain Mustafa, 2019). 

   

Animals: Burden or breadwinners  

The developed world is waking up to the idea of the rights of animals but the situation is much 

worse in the developing and under-developed nations. Pakistan, too, is lagging behind in protecting 

animals from natural hazards as well as the human cruelty. The environment poses less risk to the 

lives of animals because they adapt to nature quickly and somewhat easily. Animals are better 

equipped to survive and hunt for food but they are clueless when humans come forward to thrash 

them with sticks, pelt dogs with stones and shoo the cats by spraying them with chemicals. The 

government and civil society go hand in hand at imposing cruelty on animals and the animal rights 

voices are too less to be heard in the chambers of government.  

 In Brooke’s' report mentioned in the Case for a National policy and new law for animal 

rights (Pakistan at a glance, 2020),112 million donkeys, horses and mules in developing countries 

support 600 million people.  

 “Mostly, we rescue donkeys with broken spine and pelvis and there is no treatment for 

them except to wait for them to die and since they no longer can serve their masters they are left 

on the roads from where we rescue them, we find them shrieking in immense pain which leads to 

their cruel end, and with heavy heart we burry them in the adjoining land,” said senior Doctor 

Saroop Chand responsible for the surgical procedures on animals at IPS.  

 It is common knowledge that donkeys are loaded with burden unsuitable for their resistance 

and they eventually lose their spine or end up with a broken pelvis. When no longer of use to its 

owner, the owner abandons the helpless animal. It then struggles for its survival.  
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becomes rabies free. The container is fixed at the location but they have mobile vans to catch dogs 

from every nook and crook of the city and in the last three years this set-up has vaccinated 30,000 

dogs and operated on 3,000 dogs approximately.  

 “However, the process is expensive and needs a lot of expenses to flow and we are 

primarily running the operation through the donations by civil society and we have partnered with 

a pharmaceutical company GTZ but the finances are not enough to expand this program.”  

 Government and civil society are not on the same page with doctors, animal activists and 

animal lovers because people pressurize the government into killing dogs owing to their barking 

and bites and the government finds it more convenient to kill them which is not only cruel but 

inhumane and ineffective as well.  

 “We need people like government officials and city commissioner to take keen interest but 

they are busy in culling, killing, shooting and poisoning the dogs where they should train the dogs 

and scale up the work in collaboration with us.”  

 Indus hospital has signed an MOU with Richmond Crawford (the only government run 

animal hospital in Karachi) last month for an understanding with them and increase the targets for 

the next year.  

 The civil society and the government have to go through a revamp of ideas and awareness 

because being a Muslim majority nation Pakistan should be more humane in treating these 

innocent creatures.  

 

Animal rights and law 

Ali Malik Awan is a high court advocate working at Ali &Abbas Awan legal consultation and 

assistance keeps a detailed eye on animal rights and how a case can be filed and sued in their case.  

 “In a civil area if an animal harms or bites you then there is no charge or complaint as per 

law but if a pet dog with a collar bites a person then the person being harmed can sue for damages 

on the owner of the pet,” said Awan.  

 Ali explained that this comes under worldwide life act which is applicable to all the world 

including Pakistan. However, the human can file for damages but the animal being harmed cannot 

report any damages as he is Bezuban in layman’s terms.  
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An infected crocodile waiting in need of medical attention at Karachi zoo 
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