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INTRODUCTION
Pakistan has a longstanding relationship with the People’s Republic of China, as Pakistan was the
ﬁrst country to recognize it. Over time, the strategic and economic relationship between both the
countries have been strengthening through various joint projects, with China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) being an exemplary project. CPEC is China’s 15-years old, $62 billion investment in
Pakistan. Moreover, the ﬂagship project of its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) took a ﬁve-decade-long
strategic alliance between the two countries to the economic sphere in 2015. CPEC is best seen as
an economic peg in terms of broader strategic relationships between both countries.
The China Study Centre (CSC), at the Institute of Business Administration (IBA) Karachi, was
established on July 1st, 2021. CSC has been set up through the undue ﬁnancial, technical and
professional support the of Higher Education Commission (HEC), Pakistan.
The CSC plans to strengthen the people-to-people contact between Pakistan and the People’s
Republic of China through exchange programs, joint research projects with Chinese universities,
research grants, and cultural events. Through these joint research projects with our Chinese
counterparts, the Centre aims to enhance inter-university academic collaboration between China
and Pakistan. CSC is established with the sole purpose of nourishing and reinforcing the economic,
social, and geopolitical relationship between the two countries. It focuses on myriad research areas
with a special focus on the Business, Agricultural and Geopolitical cooperation between Pakistan
and China under CPEC.
Furthermore, CSS also focuses on enhancing theoretical as well as practical contributions for
industries and policy makers through extensive practice-based research. The Centre hopefully will
become an epicenter of Pak-China cooperation
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VISION
Strengthen the economic, social, and geopolitical cooperation between China and Pakistan.

MISSION
To build up strategic cooperation between China and Pakistan, speciﬁcally in the areas of business
& economics, agriculture, and geopolitics. Promotion of CPEC as a game changing project not only
for Pakistan and China but also for the other neighboring countries.

OBJECTIVES
Promote/coordinate CPEC focused research

Act as regional hub for planned China Pakistan Higher Education Research Institute

Promote Chinese cultural traditions, and advancement in science and art.

Enhance academic collaboration with Chinese counterparts through joint research projects,
students and faculty exchange programs.

Act as Centre for Chinese language, literature and art
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
due to this sustained growth that China has been able to reduce
its poverty rate by uplifting around 800 million people out of the
poverty line.
Talking about Pak-China relations, Pakistan has stood with
China from the very start; from being the ﬁrst country to officially
recognize the People’s Republic of China to this day, by
developing and nurturing a very deep bond and friendship with
China. Both the countries have established strong partnerships
pertaining to mutual peace, prosperity, and development in both
regions. This friendship or “Pak-Cheen Dosti” is not and should not be just limited to states, but also
needs to be extended towards both countries’ nations as well. The China Study Centre (CSC), IBA
Karachi has been established to set the ground and to be one of the pioneers in bridging the gap
between the people of both countries.
We at CSC, IBA Karachi aim to further facilitate Pak-China relations by creating awareness about
the Chinese culture amongst the students. We aim to conduct joint research projects with our
Chinese counterparts and China-focused activities pertaining to economic, political, educational,
technological, and many other domains. The Centre looks forward to exploring new avenues of
collaboration, networking, and connecting with our Chinese friends over the border. Furthermore, we
also have objectives regarding creating awareness about Chinese culture, language, and society
amongst the Pakistani student body and inculcating and promoting Pak-China friendship.
The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is the best example out there that depicts and further
strengthens the bilateral relations and friendship between the two countries and their respective
nation. Under this project, a number of developmental initiatives and activities have been launched.
CSC, IBA Karachi would focus on CPEC and its implications for both the involved parties and the
region. Research projects, Conferences, Events, and much more would be done to identify and
explore new areas of activities of developmental gaps pertaining to CPEC. We aim to work as an
academic think tank to achieve mutual beneﬁts for both the countries, Pakistan and China.

Dr. Nasir A. Afghan
Director
China Study Centre IBA Karachi
ANNUAL REPORT 21-22
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The Consul General of China in Karachi Meets CSC Team
The Consul General of the People’s Republic of China in Karachi Held Video Conference with Director,
China Study Centre
The Consul General of the People’s
Republic of China in Karachi, Mr. Li Bijian
held a video conference with Director
China Study Centre, Dr. Nasir Afghan on
July 07 2021, where Dr. Afghan proposed
to expand cooperation between students
of both countries.
Dr. Afghan opined that to deepen the
cultural exchange, the China Study Center, to be established at the IBA, will undertake a series of
activities including, hosting Chinese cultural festivals, teaching Chinese studies as a university course,
translating notable Chinese books into regional languages, a transfer of agricultural technology, and
a boost in exchange programs pertaining to China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
Several other Chinese diplomats including President Zhang Xiaoping, Dean Confucius Institute,
Karachi University, Guo Chunshui, Economic and Commercial Counselor, and Deng Haixiao, Deputy
Consul also joined the video conference, reaffirming the promise of maintaining a strong bilateral
relationship between the people of both countries. The participants also exchanged views on signing
a memorandum of cooperation and other matters.

CHINESE LANGUGAGE CLASSES
China Study Centre IBA Karachi organized Chinese Language classes for students. The purpose of this
program is to impart Chinese language education to Pakistani students in order to equip them with
Linguistic skills, also enhance people-to-people communication with Chinese counterparts. Also,
learn and know about the Chinese history, culture, and rapid technological advancement of China
over the years, and equip students to work for Chinese MNCs without language being the barrier.
IBA organized Chinese language classes in Fall 2021 and Spring 2022. The course was divided in
two-part in Level I and Level II. The level I course was designed for new students with no prior
understanding of the Chinese Language. Level-II course was designed for students who already have
had any Chinese language course.
So far we have trained 273 students in the Chinese language.

ANNUAL REPORT 21-22

04

CSC IBA KARACHI

G3 CPEC SUMMIT
October 23, 2021: The China Study Centre (CSC) at the Institute of Business Administration (IBA)
Karachi hosted a day-long G3 CPEC Summit titled, ‘CPEC: Emerging Geopolitical and
Geo-Economic Landscape Opportunities and Challenges’ at the IBA City Campus. Attendees
included national and international policymakers, opinion builders, academia, media, members of
the IBA faculty, staff and students.
The aim of the hybrid Summit was to explore and identify the future opportunities and challenges for
China, Pakistan and Afghanistan economic, information and trade corridor in the wake of recent
developments in the region, speciﬁcally the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan and the role of the new
Afghan government in regional connectivity.

Dr. Wajid Hussain Rizvi, Dean, School of Business Studies at the IBA Karachi delivered the welcome
address virtually.
Dr. Nasir A. Afghan, Director, China Study Centre shed light on the importance of the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) which is the economic lifeline for Pakistan. “We want to demystify CPEC
and the evolving challenges and opportunities it brings. Taliban is the new reality in Afghanistan and
we need to learn to live with the new reality.” He further talked about creating a bridge between all
parties and emphasized that a future that brings peace, respect and dignity for all is the need of the
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hour for the region and beyond. “Pakistan has historically been part of the Silk Road and has always
been connected with the Central Asian civilizations. It is time we reconnect with the roots
economically and socially”.
The ﬁrst keynote speaker of the event, Mr. Khalid Mansoor, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on
CPEC Affairs joined the session virtually from Lahore. “It is about time people know the reality of
CPEC as there is so much negativity around it and it is now time to share its progress.” He highlighted
the three phases of the CPEC roadmap which initiated in 2015 and will go up to 2030. “The ﬁrst
phase focuses on alleviating the power crisis and infrastructure development. The second phase
focuses on the mid-term projects which will be completed till 2025.”

He shared details about the progress made in the different phases of CPEC. As for the West, and how
it views CPEC, Mr. Mansoor mentioned, “The U.S. and Europe views it as China’s political ambition,
rather than focusing on the regional connectivity it is bringing.” He further highlighted that CPEC is
progressing in the right direction, it is the era of industrialization in Pakistan that is moving Pakistan
towards a modern economic journey.
Professor Dr. Qian Feng, Director of Research Department and Senior Research Fellow, National
Strategy Institute, Tsinghua University, China, the second keynote speaker stated, “Through the
Summit we are making developments to further enhance CPEC which is in the common interest of
Pakistan, China and Afghanistan.” He shared his thoughts about the Pakistan-India relationship
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which is key. “India-Pakistan relationship has always been the parameter of regional situation.
Among them Kashmir issue is the key point. We can see as in 2019 when the nationalist Modi
government outrageously abolished Article 370 of its constitution that really has broken the balance
of Kashmir… (and) China always stands on the side of justice,” he remarked.
The third keynote speaker, Mr. Guo Chunshui, Commercial Counselor, Chinese Consulate, Karachi
stated, “China and Pakistan have a unique iron-clad friendship, and established an all-weather
strategic cooperative partnership. CPEC is a landmark and pilot project of the "the Belt and Road
Initiative". Over the past eight years, CPEC has achieved fruitful and remarkable results. With the
implementation of CPEC, China has been Pakistan's largest trading partner for six consecutive years
and largest source of investment for seven consecutive years.”
On China-Pakistan-Afghan trilateral relations he mentioned, “We should focus ﬁrstly on enhancing
unity and cooperation. Our developments are closely linked with each other’s. It is essential for us to
strengthen policy dialogue and communication from the perspective of regional development under
the premise of fully respecting legitimate security concerns of each other. Secondly (we should focus
on) strengthening safety and security. It is necessary to uphold the philosophy of people-centered,
comprehensive, cooperative, shared and sustainable security concept, which could help three
countries to strengthen capacity for maintaining stability and promote a smooth transition toward
true peace, stability, and development in Afghanistan. Thirdly, promoting openness and integration
(should be key). China remains committed to pursuing common development, sharing market
opportunities and building the “Belt and Road” with Pakistan, Afghan and related countries.”

The ﬁrst panel discussion of the Summit was titled, ‘CPEC: The Emerging Geopolitical and Economic
Landscape’. The panelists included Mr. Masood Khalid, Former Ambassador of Pakistan to People’s
Republic of China; Group Captain (R) Sultan M. Hali, Writer and Security Analyst; Dr. Shabana
Fayyaz, Head, Defense and Strategic Studies, Quaid-e-Azam University; and Dr. Fazal ul Hadi
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Professor, Salam University, Kabul. Moderators of the panel discussion included Dr. Afghan and Dr.
Huma Baqai, Associate Professor, IBA Karachi. Dr. Baqai stated that “questions are being raised that
is Pakistan being colonized? CPEC was launched when Pakistan was economically and
diplomatically isolated, and it was CPEC that bailed Pakistan out of the isolation.” She further
elaborated that with the U.S. exit from Afghanistan, CPEC is at a crossroads.
The ﬁrst panelist, Mr. Khalid, discussed the new polarized global order and how Pakistan does not
wish to be caught in the crossﬁre between the U.S. and China. “CPEC has delivered tangible beneﬁts
to Pakistan and is the ﬁrst major investment by a country in Pakistan which affirms China’s
conﬁdence in Pakistan. Why out of the six corridors is CPEC being targeted? It is so to weaken
Pak-China bilateral cooperation.”
Mr. Hali mentioned that “Our strengths are also our weaknesses like our strategic location, strategic
assets, contacts with the Taliban and our deep-rooted relationship with China.” Talking about the
opportunities, he stated that our diplomacy needs to be transparent. “Our economy is unfortunately
a threat.”
Sharing her thoughts, Dr. Fayyaz spoke about the strategic economic and geographical challenges
faced by China and Pakistan. “CPEC is the most debated subject within Pakistan, and we need to
challenge the notions associated with CPEC internally as we are in a position to reap beneﬁts from
it. Unfortunately, we only see the failures and not the progress associated with it.” She discussed the
perception of the West regarding CPEC as a form of Sino imperialism in Asia.
Joining the summit from Kabul, Dr. Hadi, commented on the recent changes that have taken place
in Afghanistan and how that has raised hope and opportunities for the region. “Peace and stability
in Afghanistan will prove beneﬁcial for other countries in the region.” Talking about CPEC, he said “It
is a great economic, social and political opportunity which should not be lost as if the region loses it,
the region will be faced with an unknown future.” He further stated, “China, Pakistan, Iran and other
neighboring countries should help and support Afghanistan to move towards achieving durable
peace and stability. Afghanistan is a sovereign country and nobody should think it can be colonized,
and its sovereignty must and should be respected and honoured. Afghanistan is the heart of Asia, if
it is peaceful, whole of Asia is peaceful.”
The second panel discussion was titled ‘CPEC: The Challenges and Opportunities for Information
and Media Collaboration between Pakistan, China and Afghanistan. Do we need Information
Corridor?’. The panelists included, Dr. Ghairat Baheer, Former Ambassador and Senator,
Afghanistan; Ms. Naghmana Hashmi, Former Ambassador of Pakistan to People’s Republic of China;
and Lt. Gen (R) Asif Yasin Malik, Former Secretary of Defense, Pakistan. Moderators included Dr.
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Afghan and Dr. Aneel Salman, Director, Faculty Development Academy COMSATS University,
Islamabad. Dr. Baheer, present physically at the IBA, said the summit is being held at an important
time, a time when the traditional Silk Route should be revived with changing dynamics in his home

country. Talking about instability, he mentioned “An unstable Afghanistan will spillover instability
across the region, whereas a stable Afghanistan will lead to progress for the region.”Ms. Hashmi shed
light on the current world of information. “We are living in an age of information explosion which is
both good and bad. CPEC has suffered due to negative propaganda by the West as they don’t want
the region to be developed particularly due to the Corridor’s links with China. A confrontation
between China and America is also affecting politics in the ﬁeld of information. We need to be
cognizant of actions taken to contain, malign and create doubts about China particularly in south
west Asia (Afghanistan, Pakistan and China). Therefore, it is important for us to demystify CPEC. Even
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more important is the need to demystify our own thinking and our strategic orientation.”
Mr. Malik deconstructed the four words of CPEC for the audience. “CPEC is four words, the pain is
caused by the ﬁrst 2 and these two, China and Pakistan have no place in the new world order.
Pakistan is an irritant in the new world order. Even the Pakistan-China friendship is a major handicap
for Pakistan. The global media has negativity regarding CPEC and the western media is involved in
a hybrid war against the ‘C’ and ‘P’ in CPEC. So the objective is to sort out the ‘C’ and ‘P’. Therefore,
we have to walk an extra mile to overcome the negativity around CPEC.” He highlighted that the
concept of CPEC information corridor is very important and is doable and it is equally important for
the media potential of Afghanistan to be mobilized.

WELCOME NOTE
Dr. Nasir Afghan

Director China Study Centre IBA Karachi
Bismillahirahman Niraheem. Welcome, welcome to IBA CPEC Summit, and
I'm very grateful to all of you who are present and those who are online. It's
a great pleasure. We wanted to actually launch China Study Center in IBA,
and we were thinking that we should organize an event where we are really
present our new center, with the help and ﬁnancial support of HEC, and then we come up with this
idea, and the idea of Summit came from Dr. Huma Baqai. So, I think I'm grateful to Dr. Huma, Dr. Aneel
and most importantly, Dr. Akbar Zaidi for supporting us, during this establishment of the center and
then Summit. I like to thank IBA team, the communication department, Aisha team; Marriam and
Mehrunnisa, and also my MBA Class of 23. I think they have done a wonderful job, in creating a viral
impact, here in Pakistan and social media for this summit. I'm very grateful to all of them, and I am so
ﬁnally I'm very, very grateful to Ans Dahar, he is the really key person for this conference, without him
we would not have achieved our objectives in this conference. So I thank you Ans for your continued
support. Now I would like to say a few words about what I think about CPEC. In my thinking, actually
what my work started actually on CPEC in from 2015, when I visited ﬁrst time in China, so we were told
by Chinese professor that there is a CPEC for Pakistan, and there is a Gwadar Port, and Pakistan
China will have a $50 billion investment. So we were surprised. So we came back and we decided to
do a conference on CPEC, and so we organized the conference, we learn something, but and then
2017, we organized a bigger conference, actually more international conference at IBA. And then we
become experts in town. I mean everybody wanted to know what is CPEC, and we start working with
different government officials from Ahsan Iqbal to Asad Omar and between there were a lot of
people who from the government officials, and also the Chinese universities and Chinese officials we
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start working on CPEC. The CPEC is actually economic lifeline for Pakistan.
So we wanted to actually demystify, as Dr. Huma used this term, actually after, you know the
Afghanistan, new realities, the changes in Afghanistan, we thought that there are so many questions,
about CPEC, about our relationship with Afghanistan, Central Asia, there is a new opportunity. There
will be developing with Central Asia and Afghanistan, so geo-political and economic situation, both
are changing. So, we wanted to seek answers to many questions, there was so much chaos, there
was so much darkness that we thought the best thing is to create some hope to seek some answers
so we can provide some directions to people and to the policy makers. So, the concept and the idea,
that we want to invite people from three countries; from Afghanistan, from Pakistan, from China, and
we seek their guidance and their views what they think will happen, what is happening actually, and
how it will unfold.
So, if you have a mindset of looking everything negative, you will only see negative, and this is a
problem with many media people, writers I have observed, that they only look at the negative sides,
but they do not see the positive aspect of any event. I think we need to be balanced with both, we
have to look both sides.
If we want to change it, okay change it. What are the alternates, what will happen if there is civil war
started in Afghanistan, so we need to answer, that is why we wanted to invite Sohail Shaheen, the
spokesperson of the Qatar office, but unfortunately he is traveling so he is not available, but maybe
we will like to have actually next discussion, US State Department Officials and Taliban Officials, and
the Chinese Officials and the Pakistani Officials. We will invite them to have a dialog actually. We
want to create a bridge between all these parties. We think that there is enough opportunities for
everyone. You know, with ﬁghting, with conﬂicts, you do not get anything positive. So we need to
create future which is more peace loving where there is a healthy win-win situation, there is respect
for other, and dignity for other people and accepting people as they are. So I think this is one of the
idea that we wanted to develop during this summit, to listen to people who do not agree with you,
so showing little tolerance, you know to listen, so you should listen even if you do not agree with it. So
this was our idea, the ﬁrst panel is trying to capture this theme. The second panel is very important,
regarding information corridor, that there is a huge miscommunication and full of fake news between
Pakistan, Afghanistan and China, that if you conduct a survey, you will ﬁnd most of the news to be
negative, even though they are far from reality. So the information corridor creates perception.
Perception create behavior. If you have a negative perception about anything, you will behave
negatively about that event. So the idea was that information corridor should exist between
Pakistan, Afghanistan and China, and Central Asia, what are the necessary requirements for it? How
to develop it? What is the role of media in any event or in any institutional development or in its
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improvement. So we wanted to have a second panel which is focusing on importance of information
corridor and in this new geo-political environment.
I think the ice is melting between them. I hope that, you know there will be a time when we have
americans and taliban sitting together and afghanistan representative sitting together and they are
negotiating, they are talking, and they are ﬁnding ways to work together. Or Pakistan will be playing
important role in developing this channels of growth and opportunities, because Pakistan, you see,
Pakistan historically was part of Central Asia Silk Road.
Now it is time for Pakistan to reconnect our roots with the Central Asians through economic and
cultural corridors and through trade and with information corridor. Now the time has come to go
back to our roots and connect with them, create opportunities, and, when facing problems, to sit
together and understand them and resolve them. So, I welcome you all and I welcome all the
participants who are participating right now, on live and also on zoom. So, I am grateful that you will
enjoy your session and we will look forward to your feedback and questions. You can write questions
to us, through email and through WhatsApp or through on the zoom channel, and we will try to
answer those questions through our discussion with the panelists. Thank you very much.

1st KEYNOTE SPEECH
Khalid Mansoor
Special Assistant to PM on CPEC

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would like to ﬁrst of all, give the participants in the
audience, the context that what the CPEC was, and luckily, I was, one of the
participants, when the dream of CPEC was evolved or envisioned, because
at that time, I had just joined HUBCO but I was asked to really participate,
and that was the time Pakistan was going through huge power crisis, and all of you do remember
that there have been, you know 12-18 hours of load shedding, the industry was totally derailed, the
GDP of Pakistan has affected quite signiﬁcantly. So, that was the time, we went to China, and this
issue was discussed with them, and also the issue of the power sector of Pakistan was, that we had
a signiﬁcant shortage of power, but at the same time whatever electricity was available, it was
extremely expensive, and the main reason was that the choice of fuel was one of the most expensive
ones, and when we looked at the entire world, we ﬁgured out, that Pakistan’s major power
generation, had been done with the most expensive choice of fuel which was furnace oil, and there
was no participation of coal into it. At the same time, there was an understanding that Pakistan is
blessed with one of the 7th largest reserves of coal, which is Thar, but again, you know, there was no
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conviction. But, to cut the story short, when we decided that we really wanted to start exploiting
Thar, and based our long-term energy dependence, on the indigenous resource, because as we said
that, majority of the power generation was based on furnace oil and that was also imported one,
and that was causing a huge burden on the economy, the balance of payment, etc. But at that
particular juncture, no foreign funding was available, World bank had refused, IFC had refused, and
also the European-led consortium, they also said that they did not want to really provide funding for
the coal-based initiative. So, when the ﬁrst meeting took place, it was only China, which agreed to
help us, and as a result of that, you know when the discussion really further progressed, there was a
kind of quid pro quo, because China wanted to have this old, you know their old unfulﬁlled dream
which is the Silk Road, and this you see in China Pakistan Economic Corridor. So, thereafter, when I
looked at some of the important fundamental documents, the main salient features of the
understanding was, that if the CPEC is to be developed, there is a two-way understanding and
two-way objectivity between China and Pakistan. The foremost was that China wanted more
bilateral and regional connectivity, which was also equally important for Pakistan. Then regional
economic integration because that’s the way globalization has been taking place, and last but not
the least, create investment trade and logistical cooperation. It’s a long-term plan, and it is not that
whatever we have achieved in 2020, and very brieﬂy if I tell you the three milestones of the roadmap,
the long-term plan as we have agreed in 2015, it will last all the way until 2030. The ﬁrst period, which
was the most important for Pakistan, it was identiﬁed that it is early harvest and short-term projects,
and the foremost was only three. We wanted to alleviate the huge power crisis so lots of investment
needed to be made, and then the infrastructure development which is the central place for China, in
order to have the regional connectivity, and also part of the One Belt One road Initiative, and the
third one was the development of Gwadar, and whatever we have achieved, to date in these three
objectives. Then the second period is the medium-term projects which will, get completed in 2025,
and we have just embarked onto which is called phase 2 of CPEC, and it was identiﬁed as period of
expansion and development, and the main objective was to achieve balanced regional economic
development, processing and manufacturing industries and have the paradigm shift in people’s
livelihood, and that is what you see is a very important objective for Pakistan also. And from 2025
until 2030, this is what is called long-term projects, and this is identiﬁed as period of maturity, and it
will ensure that proper mechanism is in place for sustainable economic growth, and CPEC is
supposed to play the leadership role in this region to really transform that. Then, Pakistan was also
suffering, one of the youngest nation, in the world, and we needed signiﬁcant employment in order
to also have GDP per capita improvement and low and sustainable GDP growth, in order to alleviate
that; we needed to enhance the economic growth by 2%, contribute each component of GDP, which
is agriculture manufacturing science and technology, mines and mineral, industrialization, etc. That
is all, a dream, which we were envisioning with the Chinese, and also to promote exports and
substitute imports through special economic zones, because that is the way China has really
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achieved, industrialization, and they have taken,created 85 billion jobs in the country, and the entire
country was transformed. And last but not the least, the unbalanced regional development which
will include the social economic development, poverty alleviation and enhancing rural-urban
connectivity. So, these are the major bottleneck; it is a huge agenda, and as we are now embarking
on to the phase 2, so that is what we are going to be working on and I will shed sunlight as to how it
will be happening. Now, as far as ﬁrst phase is concerned that we have achieved so far, and out of
this envisioned 53 billion, more than 16 billion, to be exact, $15.7 billion investment has been made in
Pakistan through CPEC platform, and at the moment, there are over 5,300 megawatt powerplant
which are already up and running, that includes, development of Thar mine, which used to be just a
myth, and in 70 years, we have not been able to really create our own indigenous resource, and there
are two powerplants which are already up and running, two are under construction over there and
the mine capacity is also going to be doubled. Then we never had the HVDC transmission line, which
is state of the as one of the major issue is extremely high transmission and distribution losses. Then,
in terms of infrastructure, the roads, the mass transit and optical ﬁbre has already been laid, which is
almost $5.8 billion investment and then Gwadar Port, and also the free zone, and a detailed
feasibility study for transformation of Gwadar, in terms of the master plan, has already been done
and it is all because of very close cooperation between Pakistan and China, and last but not the
least, China agreed to provide us close to $10 billion grant for the socio-economic development, and
there are a number of projects, including fuel in Gwadar, which has already taken place. So, $15.7
billion FDI, which has already been made, and these are the things which have already happened as
part of the phase one. When we look at the under implementation project over 3,500 megawatt are
in the pipeline and 1,103km roads and motorways are under construction. Socio-economic projects
in Gwadar, that include the vocational and training institutes, Pak-China Friendship Hospital, a
world-class international airport at Gwadar. So, these are the projects which are under construction
and the timeline is around end of 2022 or beginning of 2023, by then they will be up and running.
Again, there are a number of socio-economic development which we are doing in close coordination
with the provinces, and a very important thing is the industrial cooperation which will have, at least,
9% special economic zones, which have been agreed upon and there are ﬁve which are currently
under focus. So this is $9.3 billion which will materialize in a timeline from, let us say, six to nine months.
And last but not the least, there are certain projects which are under consideration and they will fall
in the phase two as we are embarking onto and they will have additional power projects over 4,000
megawatt, infrastructure will have additional 850km road, very important project of ML-1, this is the
railway line all the way from Peshawar to Karachi, and then Karachi Comprehensive Coast
Development Zone, and that has just been agreed in the last JCC and the work has already started
to develop that. As far as Gwadar Port projects are concerned, Gwadar has extremely powerful
unique selling proposition. It is going to be one of the best, you know, port from the logisitic
standpoint and there is a competitive analysis which has been done in comparison with the regional
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ports, and it will require some kind of dredging and construction of breakwater, so that we should
have the transhipment business, etc., also started from there. And, the readiness of the special
economic zone has already been started, and we have chosen one special economic zone each, in
each province, Rashakai in KPK, Allama Iqbal Industrial City in Punjab, and then Dhabeji in Sindh, and
Bostan in Quetta, and in the ﬁfth one is the free zone in Gwadar. So, we started with 60 acres, and
two months ago, you know, Prime Minister Imran Khan has inaugurated the second phase, which is 37
times bigger than ﬁrst one, over 2,100 acres of land, and, you know, huge interest has already been
registered, various investor from the globe they are really getting in touch with us.
Now, phase two, what is phase two? Phase two is going to be order of magnitude more than the
phase one. It is going to have, you know, a signiﬁcant investment in variety of sectors and the way it
works, there are ten joint working roads between China and Pakistan, and a detailed bilateral
discussion takes place that what is important for Pakistan economy to really turn around in
agriculture, in industrial cooperation, whether it is of reﬁneries or gas storages, gas and oil pipelines,
information technology, pharmaceutical, and these are the kind of main sectors. So, what really
needs to be done, that in addition to satisfying the issues of the existing investor in Pakistan, and
they are already 135 companies operating in Pakistan and we are working day-in and day-out to
ensure that whatever issues they have, that is resolved, but the main thing is now we need to, you
know, persuade big Chinese companies to invest more in these speciﬁc sectors and all the areas of
cooperation have already been agreed upon, which was subsequently ratiﬁed in the recently held
Joint Cooperation Committee meeting, and, the work has already begun in that one. In science and
technology, there are, again, a number of areas which are needed for Pakistan, just to name a few,
Establishment of China-Pakistan Research Center, and then oceanic research vessel which is
needed to explore maritime resource and coastline of Pakistan, Institute of Smart Semiconductor
Technology, Establishment of Silicon Solar Cells, The PV Panel Fabrication Facility, etc. I mean, you
know, I can go on and on, but the thing is that, the methodology is that the relevant ministries and
their responsible and experienced people, they get in touch with Chinese counterpart, and after a
lot of debate, they agree upon what needs to be done. As far as information technology is
concerned, again, all the areas which are needed to really exploit this industry in Pakistan, in terms
of industry, in terms of manufacturing and in terms of service factor, those have been agreed upon
and this is the latest joint working group, which was agreed upon in the recently held JCC. One of the
very important factor in Pakistan has been agriculture, and this is the sector that despite we are a
resourceful country, but the way things are detoriating, there are number of targeted areas, where
we can beneﬁt from Chinese, in terms of research, in terms of improving our yield, in terms of
improving our seed, in terms of developing the corporate farming, the cattle farming, and so on and
so forth.
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One of the most important thing is that, as part of the CPEC, there has been a shift in focus, and that
shift you will see in phase 2. The most important one was the western alignment, so, as far as
infrastructure is concerned, we needed to have the connectivity in less privileged areas of Pakistan,
and in this initiative, the Western Alignment, you will see the Haqline D I Khan motorway, Basima and
Khuzdar road; which is going to connect Gwadar with the up country, Eastway Expressway which is
going to be completed in April 2022, so from the free zone, it will connect to the national highway.
And then, there are a number of other roads which are going to be really creating the economic
turnaround in the western alignment of Pakistan. The next focus, as far as energy is concerned, it is
going to be environmentally-friendly renewable projects and there are some, very signiﬁcantly
important and big projects, which are currently under construction, 720 megawatts hydro-power
projects at Karot, 884 megawatts Suki Kinari, 1,124 megawatt Kohala, and then there is one more
project at Azad Patl. Some other, 100 to 1,600 megawatts wind and solar projects as well.
Industrialization, as we said that 9 special economic zones have already been agreed upon, and we
are focusing on the 5 ones and the idea is to make the special economic zones ready, and when we
say ready, we mean all the infrastructure needed for the investors to come in and invest. They should
be able to have plug and play type of environment. The gas, electricity, water should be available at
the 4 step. But, most importantly, the management companies should be legally empowered, so
that, when the investors come they would not have to run around for obtaining NOCs or approvals
from one ministry to the other. So, this is a very important initiative, as far as CPEC authority is
concerned, very soon we will be establishing a facilitation center over there, and the idea is that it is
going to be met with subject specialist people, so that when the investors come, and they want to
invest for example in textiles, so we have an extremely knowledgeable person, who has the domain
knowledge, and we should be able to guide those investors, etc. Operationalization of Gwadar port
and development of free zone, as they say that Gwadar is the jewel in the crown, and again lots of
focus has been done over there. The Vboc connectivity is about to happen. The custom directorate
office is also established. Afghan transact trade has already started to take place, and now we are
working to have the transact trade between Pakistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan, the land-locked
Central Asian Republics. The city master plan has been ﬁnalized and by 2025, Gwadar will be a
totally different city. And lastly, the development of free zone, as I said, that is where the
industrialization will take place, and just to mention that, at the moment, the industry of China, which
is labor-intensive, is becoming incompetitive, and the main idea is that how the industrialization has
taken place in China, so that in European and North American countries, where some of their
industries have become very expensive or incompetitive, they created investment environment in
China and lot of relocation took place, and we have to do the same thing because China has not
transited into a high tech kind of technology, and the idea is that we develop everything with a
proper marketing plan, and incentivize all those industries to get relocated in Gwadar and other
special economic zones. Just to sum up, One apprehension that I was trying to relay is that these
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special economic zones are not China-centric. They are available for any investor from any country,
and so far, many ambassadors in Islamabad have approached me and we have welcomed them
and said that if they want to invest in either of the zones available, outstanding ﬁscal beneﬁts would
be provided, some tax holidays, zero import duty on plant and machinery, 100% proﬁt repatriation,
etc.
Now before concluding, I would like to share my views on the major themes that what is the
signiﬁcance of emerging geo-political and geo-economics factors from the CPEC standpoint. China
is building its leading role in Asia and beyond for economic and political cooperation through a huge
network of transportation corridors, oil and gas pipelines, ports, and ﬁber optic cables spreading
across the entire Eurasian landmark linking East Asia, Central Asia, South Asia, the Middle East and
parts of Europe under the Belt and Road Initiative. These economic and energy corridors are
explicitly designed to stimulate economic growth, and CPEC is a ﬂagship project of the BRI. The
multi-faceted project has opened new vistas of Pakistan’s rebalancing options from geo-politics to
geo-economics. As far as the geo-strategic, geo-political and geo-economic impact of CPEC is
concerned, one thing is clear, that US supported by India, is inimical to CPEC, and will not let it
succeed, and that is where we take our position what we need to do to alleviate that, and they
continue to attempt to maneuver Pakistan out of it or at least dilute its strategic inﬂuence in the
region. CPEC is more than just connectivity and business, in fact, it is a strategic defense business
advantage and there is no way that Pakistan will forego any of its advantages or any of its beneﬁts
which are so critical to Pakistan. It has more than once bit its ﬁngers in the past, and it is required to
dispel the apprehensions of the US and Europe in an effective and meaningful manner, and we are
also in a process of developing some kind of media strategy and I continue to appear in various talk
shows, various interviews whereby, I keep on alleviating this misconception that either CPEC has
stopped, or that there has been no progress made. The geo-strategic importance of Pakistan is
evident from the fact that it is bordered by the emerging economic giants of the world like India and
China, and the countries rich and abundant in natural resources like Afghanistan and Iran. What I
would like to mention, that the regional geopolitics and geo-economics have changed, you know as
soon as America has moved or withdrawn from Afghanistan. What we need is stability and peace
and order in Afghanistan, which is critical to unlock the potential of the landlocked Central Asian
countries and Afghanistan. It will not only provide short and easy access to the Indian ocean through
the Gwadar port under CPEC, but, the Afghan transit has already started to take place, and we are
working, InshaAllah, transit trade taking place through Uzbekistan and other Central Asian States as
well. Pakistan seeks expansion of CPEC to Afghanistan and other countries, and has discussed the
possibility of Taliban-led Afghanistan, joining the multi-billion-dollar CPEC project. CPEC provides
good opportunities, good potential for providing infrastructure and energy connectivity between
Afghanistan and Pakistan, and also connecting South Asia to the Central Asian region, etc., and
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CPEC holds great geo-strategic and geo-economic importance.
I would like to mention that one of the important issues is that the Taliban regime is a reality, and
Prime Minister Imran Khan has urged the international community to not isolate the Taliban
administration. He had stated a number of times that aid should be provided to prevent the
economic collapse, and also mentioned that strengthening, and stabilizing the current Afghan
government is the only way forward. So, I think through this opportunity, we should also be able to
help build Afghanistan. There are going to be lots of other opportunities, mine and mineral are one
of the world’s best over there, and this speciﬁc initiative has been incorporated into the recently
concluded JCC meeting. So, there has been a deep interest in terms of developing economic
connectivity of Afghanistan with Pakistan through CPEC, and with other neighboring countries
including Iran, China, and Central Asia. West sees CPEC, which is the ﬂagship project of BRI, more as
a move by China to expand its political, strategic, and business inﬂuence around the globe.
Lastly, I feel that, to a great extent, China has been able to manage that very well, particularly in
Eastern Europe and Italy. The US is not beginning to take stock of its economic and political
consequences, especially leaving or withdrawing from Afghanistan. I have had a very detailed
discussion with the American embassy people, their Economic counselor, and again I said that look
CPEC is available for you as well, and they have also expressed that they would like to develop some
kind of involvement, to see that how it will be beneﬁcial for both the countries. CPEC-related projects
are being carried out as per agreed plans, and there is no issue, and I would like to use this
opportunity to re-emphasize, that despite various challenges and negative propaganda, the
corridor is not only moving forward at a good pace, but also maintaining its right direction, and now
phase 2 is going to be in terms of scope and order of magnitude more than phase 1. It is a journey
towards economic regionalization in a globalized world, those who want to thwart CPEC, are
constantly spreading negative news and misinformation through their network, according to their
plan, and they are worried that CPEC continues its goal.
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2nd KEYNOTE SPEECH
Professor Qian Feng

Director of Research Department & Senior Research Fellow,
National Strategy Institute, Tsinghua University, China
China, Pakistan, and Afghanistan are good neighbors. In the current
complex international and regional environment, the tripartite meeting on
CPEC, led by China Study Centre IBA Karachi, including eminent people

from Pakistan, Afghanistan, and China, is very important. It is also my wish,
this will become another academic platform for promoting trilateral exchanges, consolidating
friendships, enhancing understanding, and deepening trust. This kind of meeting will make our joint
contributions for the further development of CPEC, which is in line with the common interests of
China, Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
Before we focus and discuss the CPEC's signiﬁcance, I feel the imperative to address four issues
concerning the current security, stability, and development in South Asia.
First, Will Afghanistan win for lasting stability or not?
The current situation in Afghanistan is challenging but also breeds new opportunities. The
challenges are: how can the Taliban stabilize and govern the country, how to improve people's
livelihood and economy, how to fulﬁll its anti-terrorism commitments, and how to obtain diplomatic
recognition and integrate into the mainstream of the international community?
The opportunities lie in: the US total withdrawal and 20 years of failed policy on Afghanistan, which
made the Afghan people, where they can ﬁnally get rid of hegemony and truly control their destiny,
facing a rare opportunity for development.
Whether it can turn challenges into opportunity and establish a country with internal political
stability, obvious economic improvement, friendly relations with neighbors, and effectively cutting of
ties from terrorism, that not only depends on the wise decision-making and choices of the Afghan
Taliban and other ethnic groups and parties, but also the joint efforts of the international community,
especially its neighboring countries.
Second, when will India-Pakistan relations be signiﬁcantly improved?
India-Pakistan relations have always been a barometer of the situation in South Asia. Among them,
the Kashmir issue is the key point. Since 2019, driven by political, religious, and national reasons, India
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has abolished Article 370 of Its Constitution, unilaterally breaking the fragile balance of Kashmir. This
irresponsible practice and move, which puts one party's interests above international resolutions,
doing what it wants to do, is naturally opposed by most international countries. There is a common
saying in China, whoever hung the bell on the tiger's neck must untie it. If the Modi government does
not take the initiative to correct its mistakes on this issue and regain the trust of its neighbors and the
international community, it is difficult for India-Pakistan relations to truly ease down. On this merit,
China will always stand on the side of justice.
Third, where are China-India relations going?
At present, the interaction between China and India in South Asia has become more and more
important factor for the regional situation. The border standoff since 2020, put China-India relations
in a very difficult situation. From the current trend, although the border regions remain relatively
stable and both sides agreed to continue the dialogue, it will take a longer time and patience to
push China-India relations back to the normal track. At the same time, in the context of strategic
competition between China and the US, the warming of US-India defense relations, also
strengthened India's psychological endorsement to some extent, adding more variables to the
improvement of China-India relations.
Fourth, will the US further disrupt the regional situation and CEPC?
At present, China-US strategic competition is a prominent event in international politics. The most
fundamental contradiction between China and the United States is that China wants to
continuously develop, and the United States needs to contain China. It is a natural right for the
Chinese people to seek a better life and development, which objectively and directly challenges the
hegemony of the United States. The United States is the offensive party in intensifying contradictions
and provoking trouble. And China is a defender of its right to development.
Now, the United States has attracted India, interfered with the BRI, and slandered the CPEC, trying
to use all available means to contain China's rise. China ﬁrmly opposed the "Quad" and the newly
established "AUKUS" Group. Washington’s approach is bound to make the future situation in South
Asia more complex, and its negative impact on CEPC will also increase.
Those issues I mentioned comprise the big context for the next move to develop CPEC with high
quality. There is no doubt that the United States, and some other countries, will constantly interfere
with CPEC with their political, security, and economic means. Chairman Mao said, “What the enemy
is against is what we should support.” Their worries exactly show that the signiﬁcance of CPEC is so

ANNUAL REPORT 21-22

20

CSC IBA KARACHI

great and beyond the scope of the two countries.
In terms of bilateral relations, this year marks the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
ties between China and Pakistan. Over the years, I have been stating on various occasions: China
has established strategic partnerships with more than 50 countries, but China-Pakistan relations are
always at the top of the pyramid. China-Pakistan relations are Four Good, that is good neighbors,
good friends, good partners, and good brothers.
The BRI initiative brings new opportunities for the development of China-Pakistan relations. Over the
past eight years, the CPEC is the most outstanding achievement marked in China-Pakistan relations.
Under the new circumstances, this is of great signiﬁcance for further expanding China-Pakistan
economic relations, strengthening the China-Pakistan all-weather strategic cooperative
partnership, and beneﬁting the people along the Belt and Road.
The CPEC has achieved rich phased results, boosted Pakistan's economic growth, helped Pakistan
get out of the slowing economic growth caused by the 2008 ﬁnancial crisis, providing a strong
impetus for Pakistan's economic development, and facilitated daily life of the Pakistani people. Just
this week, the National Development and Reform Commission (NDRC) publicly announced that the
CPEC has entered a new phase of high-quality development after making signiﬁcant achievements
in a wide range of areas.
According to the NDRC Statistics, the output of power plants in Sahiwal and Qasim accounts for 33
percent of the national power supply in Pakistan, which has relieved power shortages. Meanwhile,
the ﬁrst urban rail transit system in Lahore and the expressway from the Karakorum to
Peshawar-Karachi have been completed and opened to traffic. The La Shaqa'i Special Economic
Zone will further boost new bilateral industrial cooperation.
There is no doubt that the CPEC is a win-win project. From a regional and international perspective,
First, the CPEC serves as an early harvest project of the BRI. This cooperation model has an effective
and reference signiﬁcance for other regional and sub-regional cooperation, and will also win more
trust and development space for the further promotion of the BRI. Second, It can further optimize
Pakistan's regional advantages in South Asia and promote connectivity in the whole of South Asia.
Third, South Asia, Central Asia, North Africa, and the Gulf countries can be closely combined through
economic and energy cooperation, to form economic resonance and drive regional and
sub-regional cooperation, which will eventually beneﬁt nearly 3 billion people.
As for Afghanistan, it is the heart of Asia in its geographical position, connecting Central Asia, South
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Asia, West Asia, and East Asia, and has promising prospects to promote regional connectivity and
become a future connection hub in Eurasia. But experiences also tell us, business activity has a
different logic from politics. Companies are considering costs, proﬁts, and risks. No large-scale
construction and investment are inseparable from a stable political environment and a reassuring
safe environment. Afghanistan needs to do more in this regard. Such conditions are not fully
available.
Afghanistan is at the critical stage, the pressing demand now is to advance the political settlement
of the Afghan issue, help Afghanistan to tackle the humanitarian crisis, work for all multilateral
mechanisms on the issue to form synergy, and create an enabling external environment for
Afghanistan, to achieve peace, reconstruction and sustained development.
The chaos in Afghanistan began in the 1970s, and the economic issue is an important reason for the
violence and conﬂict, poor people's livelihood. China has repeatedly expressed its willingness to
leverage its advantages in infrastructure, communications, and medical care, to participate in
post-war reconstruction in Afghanistan.
Recently, the Taliban leaders have publicly pledged to cut off ties with terrorists and live in harmony
with the international community and neighboring countries. For the Taliban, which is deeply
associated with extremist groups in the past, these statements are warmly welcomed by us, showing
the Taliban's determination to integrate into the international community. China has its national
interests. Beijing's goal has never changed and is also very clear. That is to seek real guarantees from
the Kabul’s side, not to provide any support for terrorist activities against China. I hope the Taliban
can realize its promises by action.
If the Afghanistan future political and security situation continues to develop in a good direction, I
think when this day comes, China, Pakistan, and Afghanistan can consult how to tap cooperation
potential, improve regional connectivity, expand our cooperation, even we can consider including
such as the highway, railway, and other big infrastructure projects into long-term plans. By that time,
the CPEC expansion and extension will become a real reality. There is an old saying when water
ﬂows, a channel is formed. Dreams lie in hard work, everything is possible!
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3rd KEYNOTE SPEECH
Mr Guo Chunchi

Commercial Counselor, Consulate General of China, Karachi
It is my pleasure to attend today’s seminar themed “CPEC: Emerging
Geo-political & Geo-economic Landscape Opportunities and Challenges”.
Today’s guests from Pakistan, Afghanistan, and China gather together to
share ideas and suggestions for “the Belt and Road Initiative”, the CPEC
and discuss opportunities as well as challenges faced by the three

countries. I would like to share my views on the above subjects with the attending guests.
Firstly, I would like to share some of my views on CPEC. As we all know, China and Pakistan have a
unique iron-clad friendship and established an all-weather strategic cooperative partnership. CPEC
is a landmark and pilot project of the the Belt and Road Initiative. Over the past eight years, CPEC
has achieved fruitful and remarkable results. With the implementation of CPEC, China has been
Pakistan's largest trading partner for six consecutive years and the largest source of investment for
seven consecutive years. In the ﬁrst phase of CPEC, China and Pakistan successfully established a
“1+4” cooperation layout which focused on Gwadar Port, transportation infrastructure, energy, and
industry. 70 projects have been identiﬁed, and 46 of them have been initiated or completed with a
total investment of US$25.4 billion creating 75,000 jobs for Pakistan.
With the completion of the ﬁrst phase of CPEC projects, the CPEC has entered into a new stage of
enrichment and expansion. Agriculture, industry and social livelihood projects will be the focus of
CPEC Phase II. CPEC is now a shining business card for the Belt and Road Initiative and has been
playing a demonstrative role in China’s cooperation with other countries.
We live in an era of evolving changes with both opportunities and challenges abound. Peace,
development, and mutually beneﬁcial cooperation remain an aspiration widely shared by the
international community. On China-Pakistan-Afghanistan trilateral relations, I think we should focus
on the following aspects:
First, enhancing unity and cooperation. With geographical proximity, cultural affinity, and
interconnected interests, the three countries are in a natural position for cooperation. Our
developments are closely linked with each other. We need to strengthen policy dialogue and
communication from the perspective of regional development under the premise of fully respecting
the legitimate security concerns of each other. China supports other countries to explore

ANNUAL REPORT 21-22

23

CSC IBA KARACHI

development and governance models which suit their national conditions, and we also support
other countries to control their development in their own hands.
Second, strengthening safety and security. It is necessary to uphold the philosophy of a
people-centered, comprehensive, cooperative, shared and sustainable security concept, which
could help three countries to strengthen capacity for maintaining stability and promote a smooth
transition towards true peace, stability, and development in Afghanistan. China ﬁrmly stands for a
peaceful environment in the region and believes that safety is the most important precondition for
economic development and can only be achieved by joint endeavors.
Third, promoting openness and integration. China remains committed to pursuing common
development, sharing market opportunities, and building the Belt and Road with Pakistan,
Afghanistan and related countries. China will also pay special attention to supporting modern
connectivity and infrastructure, low-carbon and sustainable projects. We suggest three countries to
promote liberalization and facilitation of trade and investment, and we need to ensure the safe and
orderly ﬂow of people, goods, capital, and data. What’s more, the digital economy, green energy,
and modern agriculture that will provide great potential for future trilateral cooperation.
I highly appreciate Pakistan’s efforts in providing humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan and
maintaining regional peace. I would like to make it clear that CPEC not only provides infrastructure
and interconnection for Pakistan and China, it also aims to boost development, prosperity, stability,
and peace in South Asia as well as Central Asia. Now, as CPEC enters the second stage of
high-quality development, the economic ties among the three countries will become even closer. I
do believe that with three countries holding an inclusive attitude and strengthening trilateral
cooperation in various ﬁelds, CPEC will promote the interest of all three countries, the whole region,
and ultimately beneﬁt the whole world.
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CPEC: The Emerging Geo-political and Economic Landscape

Dr. Huma Baqai

Former Associate Dean, IBA Karachi
Assalam-o-Alaikum, good afternoon, and a very warm welcome, and thank
you to all of you who have dared to be here physically, but we are also very
grateful to all those people who have joined us online, and I am told it is a
substantial number. In a bit, I would actually request our support staff to tell
us how many people are with us online. All our panelists for this particular
session are online. They are very esteemed people, you hear them, you read what they write, you are
aware of their opinion, but today, we have invited them to speak on this very important topic. To like,
Dr. Nasir Afghan said this morning, to demystify the situation. Yes, CPEC is under attack from outside
powers, but unfortunately, there seems to be a lot of confusion even inside Pakistan. Serious
questions and reservations are raised about the trajectory and directions the CPEC is taking, or
worse still, others say that it has come to a halt and nothing is coming out of it. There are questions
raised with sage that is this East India Company? Is Pakistan being colonized? And at a time when it
came to Pakistan, Pakistan was facing both, diplomatic and economic isolation. It was something
that really bailed out Pakistan both, from economic isolation and diplomatic isolation. And since
then, we have actually moved from the ﬁrst phase to the second phase. Despite all the challenges,
impediments, and difficulties that this region, in general, and Pakistan, in particular, faces. The exit of
the United States from Afghanistan, and the falling of Afghan Ghani government, and the Afghan
forces in exactly 11 days, and the subsequent capture of power by the Taliban has further
complicated the situation for Pakistan, and a lot of people say that Afghanistan is at crossroad. My
submission to you here is that, perhaps it is not just Afghanistan that is at crossroads.
Pakistan-Afghanistan relations, the region, China Pakistan Economic Corridor itself is at crossroads.
It was always a connectivity paradigm, but now, perhaps, it is also a peace corridor, and should we
all do everything to make sure that it is not prevented from tapping the potential that it possesses
and we move forward, and we move forward to make Pakistan more prosperous, make this region
more prosperous. Eventually have peace in Afghanistan, and play our respective roles in doing so.
We have a very eminent panel. Dr. Nasir Afghan will assist me in moderating the session. Nasir Afghan
is also the chair of the China Study Center established at IBA. I think it is a great initiative, extremely
timely, and we want to do just that establish a dialogue, bring everybody on board to voice their
concerns, and then respond to them, and not react what we usually do. With that, I will request our
esteemed panelists to engage with us, and I will request Ambassador Masood Khalid to go ﬁrst, the
format of the panel discussion is that every panelist will speak for ﬁve minutes, which will be followed
by two questions, by me and Dr. Nasir, and then they will be requested to conclude, and ofcourse this
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will be followed by a Q&A session. I understand. You can post your questions online. They will be
because all the participants are online they will be able to see it anyways. But it will go to the Q&A
session at the end. After all the participants have spoken. So Dr. Masood Khalid, with that, the ﬂoor
is yours and we are all ears.

Ex-Ambassador Masood Khalid
Former Ambassador of Pakistan to China

Assalam-o-Alaikum, and good afternoon. Ni Hao to my Chinese friend,
Professor Qian Feng. Really lucky that this session is being moderated by, no
less than, Dr. Huma Baqai, and thank you very much and I also wish to thank
Dr. Nasir Afghan for China Study Center, you know, to have taken this
important initiative. Now I will try to ﬁnish off in ﬁve or six minutes, and share
my perspective, which is basically, the perspective of a practitioner of diplomacy, not an academic
distinguished academic like you. But let me make some important points here. Now, ﬁrst of all, I think
it is not an understatement to say that the world situation is very complex. The so-called
rules-based international order, I think is in a state of disarray, and it is a great ﬂux, which we are
seeing around us in the region and globally. Basically, this a result of growing China-US competition,
since China has been declared as a strategic competitor, dangerous rival and I would say that even
it seems that the new cons in the United States have unleashed an ideological battle with China, if
not a total ideological battle, at least, a quasi ideological battle. Containment of China is now
embedded in US strategic and military doctrine. For example, the anti-China theme dominated the
discussions and the recent G7 NATO and the EU-US summits. Now, along with Russia, China has
been termed as an emerging foe by NATO and I was seeing the statement of Secretary General of
NATO, that he mentioned that NATO is working on a new security doctrine that will also take into
account the China factor. Now, quad ARPUs we are all familiar with, and foundational agreements
with India, aimed at countering China's growing inﬂuence in the Indian Ocean region, and the larger
Asia Paciﬁc Theater. China-US rivalry has precipitated a crisis, in my view, in international issues, and
new polarization has disturbed the global order, and a balance of power tussle between China and
the US, and amongst regional powers in the Asia Paciﬁc, has started, and we see the militarization
and the even the neutralization of the Indian Ocean region. US-China tensions have unnerved, even
the close US allies in Europe and East Asian allies, because they are not prepared to choose size
between China and the US. For the most countries, and these are statistics which I'm not quoting
here, but they bailed them out for most countries, China is a bigger trading partner than the US.
There is also a danger of this growing rivalry between the two sleepwalking into a conﬂict, for
example, in Taiwan, or the South China Sea Theatre. China threat is being exaggerated to form a
new security coalition by the United States and to serve the interests of the military-industrial
complex in the United States. But many scholars, including American scholars, agree that China
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does not want to dominate the world. It only wants its due rights and shares in global political and
economic architecture, which is a legacy of the Second World War. In our region, US has concluded
a strategic partnership with India to counter China and by consequence, Pakistan, due to its close
ties with China. Pakistan does not wish to be caught in this Crossﬁre, and it wants friendly relations
with both big powers. However CPEC, our friendship with China, is non-negotiable. CPEC has
delivered tangible beneﬁts to Pakistan, and it is meant to help Pakistan overcome its serious
development deﬁcit. New paradigm of geo-economics and Pakistan's Foreign policy requires a
smooth implementation of CPEC and it is used as a vehicle for Regional Cooperation. CPEC, I would
also like to before concluding, I would like to say that CPEC is the ﬁrst major investment initiative ever
undertaken by a foreign country in Pakistan, and in the circumstances which were prevailing at that
time. This reaffirms, not only China's friendship, but also its conﬁdence in the economic potential of
Pakistan.CPEC has been, Dr. Baqai you also mentioned that it has been targeted, deliberately
targeted as it will bring beneﬁt to both China and Pakistan; and my question is why out of six
corridors that China has launched, why CPEC is the only one being targeted? Obviously, to weaken
Pakistan-China. bilateral cooperation. Now Afghanistan, my core point stability in Afghanistan is key
to regional peace and development. CPEC’s extension to Afghanistan, will depend on the stability
there, and of course, it will bring great beneﬁts to Afghanistan. As regards foreign countries'
participation in CPEC, essentially, when it was conceived, it is a bilateral project between China and
Pakistan, and then through mutual consultations and agreement, it was decided to extend it to
Afghanistan, a trilateral cooperation. Now, of course in SEZs, foreign countries are welcome to
participate, but that will also be through mutual consultations between China and Pakistan, and this
investment and this participation will be in a non-sensitive area. So this has been the understanding.
I will conclude here and I look forward to you know, the discussion on these points. Thank you very
much.

Group Captain Sultan
Mehmood Hali
Senior Security Analyst

Good afternoon, and Dr. Huma Baqai, thank you so much for your
compliments, and Dr. Nasir Afghan for inviting me here. At the outset, I
would like to mention that while introducing myself, I think, probably, one
aspect which should have been highlighted is that I have authored 12 books, seven of which are on
China, and my latest book 100 years of the Communist Party of China was launched only last month
at the Institute of Strategic Studies. Now, you see, Ambassador Masood Khalid, who has an old hand
and was served so many years in Beijing, has already pointed out some of the dangers that you can
see. But, you see, like an old student of the IBA, which I was in 1984, I have carried out a SWOT
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analysis; strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. Since the time is of the essence I will just
run through as kind of bullet points, only collaborating one or two things. The rest can be asked by
you, Dr. Huma Baqai, and Dr. Nasir Afghan, or amongst the audience, if they want to ask about any
speciﬁc question. What are our strengths? And I'm talking here from an ethnocentric point of view
about Pakistan. Our strategic location is a strength. Our strategic assets are our strength. Contact
with the Taliban is a strength and our relationship with China, which in the morning, and now
ambassador Masood Khalid also just mentioned, special Steve Cohen was once asked in
Washington DC; which two countries have the closest relations and everyone was expecting he is
going to say, the US and Israel, but instead, he said, Pakistan, and China, and when asked of course
he elaborated that this is not a transactional relationship. This is a very deep-rooted relationship.
Now, what are our weaknesses? Unfortunately, some of our strengths are also our weaknesses. Our
strategic location, our strategic assets, our contact with the Taliban, because it is expected that we
can lean upon them, we can twist their arm, which, actually, is not true. We have a certain amount of
inﬂuence, but the Taliban and the Afghans, they are very independent people. Then our relationship
with China, unfortunately also becomes a weakness because we are, our arm is being twisted, to use
an arm or hold CPEC, to drive a wedge between China and Pakistan. Then, of course, is our
dependence on the West which we inherit, which many of our regimes inherited. Unfortunately, it is
continuing, and once the weaknesses, one weakness is historical. We have our own share of mir
Jaffers and mir Qasims, I will not elaborate that. Opportunities, of course, the belt road and initiative
and CPEC is a great opportunity. On the eve of the visit of President Xi Jinping in 2015, ﬁve academics
or opinion builders were invited to Beijing and we were given a thorough brieﬁng and we met all the
stakeholders at that time in CPEC, and we have a very clear picture of what CPEC is about, and of
course, I have been following it very closely. So, it is, deﬁnitely, an opportunity. Then exterior
maneuver, because, fate has placed us at a location, where we can use our diplomats but then this
mercy has to be transparent, and there will be fake news and there will be detractors, like just this
morning, CNN was displaying news that Pakistan has provided its airspace to the US for keeping an
eye on Afghanistan. To my personal belief, this is not true. But of course, there are things and there
are wheels within wheels, I only hope that we are transparent in whatever deals we do. Especially not
at the cost of China. They are all opportunities. The Moscow format, which was held only last week,
and in which opportunity was very much there because Pakistan was there, and of course in that the
release of funds was stressed upon by Moscow, but let me come more ominously to the threats. First,
the external ones. Our strategic assets are a threat. Numerous attempts have been made to defang
our nukes, they failed, but then the propaganda factor continues and now it is being again are
talking about that the Taliban or some miscreant will get hold. I mean, without going into detail. Our
economy, unfortunately, is a threat and it is being used, and that is why the sort of FATF, the dialogue
with the IMF, they continue the presence of the Daish or the Islamic State Khurasan is a threat, but
also there is a threat because of the disarray within the Taliban. It needs to be clariﬁed because it is
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being construed that Akhunzada is already dead. Brother, Mulla brother, who was supposed to be
the face is reportedly injured in a ﬁght. We are not very clear about it. Then there is this tragic
animosity with Afghanistan. The reasons are well known to all of you. Then there are the Chinese
concerns, and the recent attacks by the Islamic State or the Daesh, you see the detractors are
probably trying to re-ignite the Daesh and use them, and they kill four birds with one stone in the
recent attack in the Kunduz Shiite mosque, and among them, they also for the ﬁrst time, named the
person who carried out the suicide attack he was Muhammad Al-Wilrahi. Supposedly, a person who
was of a weaker origin. Of course, there are Iranian concerns. Then, Afghanistan's economy, the US
withholding $9.55 billion, the IMF suspending ﬁnancing, and let me now come to the internal threats,
the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan, continue to be a threat and internal political disorder. What is going
on, in Lahore, in Islamabad, in a number of cities, there is an ominous city about the timing of it. Is
somebody paying them to carry this out to destabilize us? The solutions lie. I mean, just this morning
I was reading Pervez Hoodbhoy’s article. What should Imran Khan do? If you get the time, it was
published in the Dawn, do read it. I will not go into the details but he comes up with very cogent
points. I would like to only, before I conclude, remind the viewers, that at the height of the Kargil crisis,
at that time, I was serving very close to Air Chief Marshal Pervaiz Mehdi, and the Prime Minister, and
the Air Chief, they had gone to Beijing, and they were hosted by Jiang Zemin, who was the chairman,
and he said something which needs to be taken cognizance of. He said that look at us. Taiwan, we
have a stake in it. Taiwan is supposed to be part of the mainland China. We can gobble it up in a
matter of minutes, but we will not do it. Because we would like to build ourselves economically, and
the day will come when Taiwan will beg to rejoin the mainland. And this is said in the context of our
adventurism in Kargil, and he said that do not kill the Kashmir issue, keep it alive, but do not go after
it until you build yourself economically. So therein lies the solution, and I conclude here.

Dr. Shabana Fayyaz

Head Defense & Strategic Studies, Quaid-e-Azam
University Islamabad
Thank you so much Dr. Huma, and of course, Dr. Nasir afghan for giving an
opportunity to be a part of such high power, I must say, panelists and
speakers as well. It is a great opportunity to be a part of formerly part of IBA
and that we have always, you know, have the high esteem in our minds.
Coming to the CPEC, my question that has been assigned and I would like to focus on, just in four
minutes, is the strategic and economic and mixed with the geographic challenges that we face, and
also the China faces with regards to CPEC. To take an academic point of view, as I feel that we really
need to see CPEC as through the integrated security framework. Now, what is an integrated security
framework? It basically involves the economic, political, social, and hardcore security aspects into
one. Having said this, the hardcore security does not mean only you have build the borders or the
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ﬁrewalls, or, you know, the transit control trade. It means that you built in the human aspects of
security within the ambit of the whole project of CPEC, and that is primarily that coincides with the
Chinese vision of economic prosperity and shared stability across the region. That is, infact, a
blueprint of OBOR. It is something that also coincides with the VRI, that is a CPEC is also part of that,
border and rail network, and OBOR I'm sorry, I'm not good with the abbreviations. The basic prime
purpose to see is that, how, and why, Pakistan and China, and the rest of the world, and especially
this region can beneﬁt from CPEC. CPEC remains a most debated subject within Pakistan. It is an
area that has been written on, I have written a chapter on that in a part of the book as well, and a
separate articles on that as well and teaching on that as well. I think from Pakistan's perspective, we
need to challenge more, the notions, or the misperceptions that are associated with the CPEC.
Coming to, let us take the internal front ﬁrst as my respected colleague Sultan Hali has said, that, are
we in a position to reap the beneﬁts of CPEC? This is something very debatable. We have an
opportunity. We have to do a lot of homework. Let us take an economic front. We cannot
manufacture the things that are required by China. Most of the points that we are constructing are
such special economic zones, SEZs, and there, the factories and the infrastructure has to be set up.
Now there is a whole debate upon the Chinese setting up the factories or the units, and the
Pakistanis not getting the best dividend out of it. Why? Because of our own taxation issues, because
of our own lack of development issues, and because of our business, when issues with the
government, regarding the taxes or the levies, on their working here. This is on economic front. Now,
coming to the areas where the economic situations are being or the projects are being launched. I
had an opportunity to travel to Gwadar and others. It is a wonderful place. Chinese have done a
marvelous job. But if you look outside the Gwadar Port Authority, there are islands of poverty. If you
talk to the people, they are not frustrated or biased again. They feel very victim, they feel very
sidelined; let us use that word, and the Chinese, with the help of the Pakistan Government and the
provincial governments, have set up some vocational and technical schools there as well. I think that
needs more to be taken care for. But unfortunately, the part is where the economic development
takes place in countries like us or around the world, it does not ﬁlter down to the roots. Why it does
not ﬁlter down to the roots? Because you do not have the transparent accountable process. So on
paper, the project is visualized, is implemented, but on the ground, it is implemented half and half.
This is the story, very frankly. Now, coming to another aspect of internal is the usage of the
disgruntled elements, like BLA, like TTP, parts of ISK, and the others, by the outsiders to attack the
Chinese interest inside Pakistan, and the Pakistan interest, who are working in alliance for CPEC, and
other interests. So this is very, very dangerous, for the recent, you know, the attack on the dasu coach
that happened, has really questioned the ability to give protection to the Chinese here. But the fact
of the matter is, if you look at the sheet of what the Pakistan government and army are done, it is
marvelous. It is very, very impressive. A lot of us only see what is a failure. We do not see what is a
positive result. Unfortunately, this is a rule around the world. So Pakistan has thwarted more than 18
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or even more than that, that is not shared publicly, attacks, prospective attacks on Chinese. But the
fact is, even in the Navy ﬁeld, you have the naval units, who are in collaboration with BLA, very
actively working, to thought any interest or anti-interest vis a vis China or Pakistan related to CPEC
and the PRI as well, but more needs to be there. Now another important is the political differences.
When, if you speak to the informally to the political or the economic giant, they are always issues of
the road networks routes. Somebody said because of Shahbaz Sharif, it went into Punjab. Somebody
says because of the other regime, it went to KP. Some say it should have been in the Balochistan. So
this is, really from an annalistic point of view, it really confuses the mind. But there is only one
important message. Despite the differences, everybody across the board in Pakistan wants to be a
vibrant part of CPEC, and to get a maximum out of that. Just another minute Dr. Huma. Coming to
the outside, I have said that we have the issues regarding India, perception of CPEC. We have an
issue regarding the US perspective of CPEC. I remember having been in a dialogue with the last
Secretary of State of United States, who came and lectured us that there should be an open and
transparent process of showing to the world how much China has given loans to Pakistan on waters.
So this is sort of the diplomacy that goes around the world, and also you have issues with India. India
is upset, not only because Pakistan is on board with China, India feels that it has territorial claims vis
a vis the CPEC routes go into China. So, despite all these, and of course Iran is now on board with the
China on subparts but they need to be modiﬁed. We should not be reactionary to that. We have to
have a proactive approach that needs to be harnessed more. And last but not least, is that the very
perception regarding the CPEC in South Asia and around Asia, especially that there is going to be a
sino imperialism. This is something that is being fed by some quarters within Pakistan and across and
external elements who do not want to see China be a part of the great power trajectory that it is
already to be something they are afraid of. They feel that China is the rising of the line, very
aggressive line rise in China. So, the history, according to them is going to be aggressive and wall in
China. This is something that continues the Chinese writers, scholars and you know the position
holders continue to do that, and even those who are attached with it. But unfortunately, Pakistan
and the countries like where there is a lack of opportunity, the youth, and the ideas, they get
gravitated toward these misperceptions and you know, they give it that okay, it is going to be
another colonial rule. I think this is where the role of people to people comes to contact, and I am
very conﬁdent, I am very impressed with Dr. Nasir Afghan’s China Center where they are working on
the concept not even, they are more working on the People to People contact. I give myself an
example, we even a part of Quaid e Azam University have not visited China even once. I am not
qualiﬁed to be a part of that. But you know, we have the MOUs, but unfortunately, it has not ﬁltered
down to the academia and others. We are writing, we are researching and others, but very handful
of people had an opportunity to be institutional linkages developed at that level. Thank you so
much. Looking forward to your questions.
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Dr. Fazal Ul Hadi

Professor, Salaam University Kabul

Bismillah Ir Rehman Ur Rahim, thanks you respected honorable Dr. Huma,
the chairperson of the session. Honorable Dr. Nasir Afghan, the chairman of
Chinese studies, respected panelists corners ladies and gentlemen. Salaam
Alaikum. rahmatullah wa barakataho. I am glad and thankful to be part of
this important and prestigious event, which is important for the region and
all of us, and also for Afghanistan, Pakistan and China, and other nations. I am thankful to the China
Study Center for one inviting me. This one, due to the lack of time, bound with ﬁve minutes which
given to every panelist, I will be very fast and just head to the main points. Then we will leave the
details to the answering question session, InshaAllah. Considering the fast and recent geopolitical
and geo-economical changes and developments in our region, the whole this kind of meetings,
event conferences, is very important, and the recent developments in changes in Afghanistan, which
has brought hope that when the peace and stability in Afghanistan, we are not only Afghan nation
that can go forward, but also, this is an opportunity for the whole region, because of the important
geopolitical, geostrategic situation of Afghanistan, if there is peace in Afghanistan and gain stability
in Afghanistan, then this will give provide an opportunity for Pakistan, for China, for the whole region
countries, to take this opportunity for the development of the relationships and also changes of
beneﬁts and interests between and also use the natural resources, and other opportunities in this
region for the prosperity of the people in the nations in our region. After the withdrawal of NATO and
the US forces from Afghanistan and after, now, there is no one in Afghanistan and Afghanistan has a
central government that is administrating the entire Afghanistan side. I think this is a great
opportunity. From one side it is an opportunity if the Afghan new government and the neighboring
countries, Pakistan, China, other countries, are considering this great opportunity to use it for the
beneﬁt of the region and other people's this can be a great opportunity, and then this will create a
lot of other opportunities economically and also politically, socially, for our people, for generations.
But, if this opportunity is not taken and this opportunity has gone, I mean, if we lose this opportunity,
then again, we will face that not Afghanistan, but on the region which is very unknown future which
should be taken into consideration. So, therefore, I think that the withdrawal of US forces in
Afghanistan, and the end of the war in Afghanistan, has provided a huge opportunity for the whole
region. So, therefore, I think that this is the responsibility, of the wisdom of the whole region of the
countries, especially China and Pakistan, which is very close to Afghanistan. We have never to each
other. I think if this is considered, with the wisdom, and then I think this opportunity is a great
opportunity. So, therefore, we should not leave Afghanistan to go back to war, because if the war has
started again in Afghanistan, Afghanistan will be divided. Then there will be, again, more wars in
different parts of the Afghanistan. Then to create, it will destabilize. The security of Afghanistan also
will have negative effects on the security of the whole region. So, therefore, I think this is the forum.
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When I say that China, Pakistan, and also Iran, and then the other neighboring countries of
Afghanistan, they should help and support Afghanistan, an Afghan nation, to afford a sustainable
peace or durable stability in Afghanistan, and provide a chance for and also the Afghan one for the
good governance in Afghanistan. So these three elements, will help all of the region, all of the
countries that we can go to work with prosperity and then new economical opportunities, and I think
now this is a very important, important time that there is no one in Afghanistan, no foreign forces in
Afghanistan. There is one hand government in Afghanistan, because one government is ruling, Kabul
is ruling all parts of Afghanistan for the ﬁrst time after four decades. There is no one in Afghanistan,
the roads are open. So I think this is the, this is a chance, this is a great chance, and all not only the
Afghans but all the neighboring countries should consider, and do realize the importance of this
opportunity which now we have in Afghanistan. So as peaceful Afghanistan, stable Afghanistan, is
not beneﬁcial for the Afghan nation but also beneﬁcial and important for the whole region. If there is
an insecurity in Afghanistan, it will affect negatively Pakistan. It will affect negatively China, and it will
affect negatively Central Asia countries. So, therefore, all of us will try and strive to take this
opportunity, will be trying that to make this peace and stability in Afghanistan durable and
sustainable. This is my message this present because I want to make clear from this forum that the
whole country just to take this opportunity, but unfortunately, if we lose this opportunity, we have lost
a lot of opportunities before, so, I think that this will not only Afghanistan will be affected. But the
second point, which I want to mention here is that, all the relationships between Afghanistan and
other countries, neighboring countries, individual countries should be based on the, realizing this fact
that Afghanistan is an independent and sovereign country and nation. Nobody should think that
Afghanistan is, it can be colonized because this is also, this is a wrong perception that, the
sovereignty of Afghanistan, the independence of Afghanistan, must be, should be respected and
honored, that Afghanistan is independent, sovereign country and they should be mutual bilateral in
a relationship based on respect and harmony honoring each other. So I think this is a great fact
which is during the 40 before 44 decades. In some cases, it is ignored. This year again is created a
lot of problems. So I ﬁnally because I think my ﬁve minutes are already ﬁnished that I will say that
once again, I emphasize taking this opportunity which has now we have in Afghanistan. As Allama
Iqbal was saying, famous poetry that, in persian says that, even Allama Muhammad Iqbal said that,
a great scholar and poet, realized before 70 years that, before 80-90 years that, an stable
Afghanistan is a great beneﬁr for the whole region of Asia. He says that Afghanistan is like the heart
of Asia. If Afghanistan is stable, peaceful, then the whole Asia is, the heart of the Asia is peaceful. If
Afghanistan is destabilized, insecure, then this will affect the whole Asian countries. With this hope
and wishes for the success of this event, of this conference, I will end my talk, my words. Thank you
very much and we are looking forward to the question in session.

ANNUAL REPORT 21-22

33

CSC IBA KARACHI

The Challenges and Opportunities for Information and Media
Collaboration between Pakistan China and Afghanistan.

Dr. Ghairat Baheer

Ex-Ambassador of Afghanistan to Pakistan
Respected moderator, panelists, and distinguished guests. Brothers and
sisters, Assalamu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah Wa Barakatoh. I am honored to
be speaking at such a timely and relevant event. Before I begin I would like
to extend my appreciation to Nasir Afghan who is doing a great job ﬁlling
such big shoes left behind by his late brother and my dear friend. Raﬁq
Afghan. May he ﬁnd his rightful place in heaven and may his spirit keep shining over his family.
Dear Participants, more than forty years ago, some of us Afghan youth mobilized and attempted to
safeguard our Islamic and Afghan identity against the Soviet cultural invasion. We were later left
with no option but to eventually transform into an armed Jihadi movement to ﬁght the invading
Soviet army. Due to multiple reasons, the details of which would not be right to investigate here,
Afghanistan fell into a vicious cycle of violence and instability for decades after the Soviet defeat.
We ﬁnally see the realization of our struggles and a hope for peace with the shameful collapse of the
Afghan Republic - a corrupt imposed puppet regime, and the expulsion of the US invading forces
from Afghanistan. Post-conﬂict societies bring with them unique opportunities for transformation.
We have the chance of ridding ourselves of the spirit of the imperial powers and building a true
Afghan and Muslim society. We can do nothing but thank Allah for the unimaginable scale of killing
in the country has stopped and the shameless corruption having ended.
However, these opportunities come with their own unique set of challenges as well. We have shared
our concerns with the Taliban leadership. The United States suffered one of the worst military defeats
in modern history at the hands of the Afghan people. Their actions of bombing a defenseless family
right before departing show their anger and need for revenge. The Taliban during their interactions
with the United States should be mindful of the little good faith the US has towards its regime. The
United States government’s lack of interest in pushing the Afghan Republic towards negotiations
and then announcing an abrupt unconditional withdrawal all led to the creation of the scenes at the
airport. The United States manufactured a sense of panic among the masses and used it to
implement a large exodus of brains and skills from the country. The extraction of few hundred
thousand mostly educated people from Afghanistan serves two purposes. First, cultivating a
diaspora that can undermine the government’s vision and reinforce the western plan for
Afghanistan. Second, crippling the new Afghan government’s ability to govern successfully with the
scarcity of skills available in the country. Another major challenge is the neighboring countries'
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interest in giving asylum to political and military opponents of the Taliban. An ethnic conﬂict might
have been instigated with such exiled leadership at its head. The Taliban would have to make sure
such impending threats are proactively handled before the country is pushed into another active
conﬂict.
China has been a good neighbor to Afghanistan. Its policy of non-intervention and partnership with
regional countries has always been cherished by the Afghan people. Afghans have not forgotten
China’s decision to not be involved in the Soviet and American invasions of our country. We are
happy to see China’s active engagement with the new government in Afghanistan despite US and
Russian sensitivities. This is the ﬁrst time in a few decades that Afghanistan and China can engage
in bilaterally beneﬁcial partnerships, free of ulterior motives and grand politics. Afghanistan has
historically lied on the silk road for China. Though the security situation in the country could’ve
pushed China towards alternative paths, Afghanistan in partnership with Pakistan can help realize
the revival of this traditional trade route. There is also much development in Afghanistan that would
require the expertise and support of both its neighbors to be completed. One of the major factors
contributing to insurgencies in Afghanistan is the absence of necessities. Such an absence when
aggravated would lead to further instability. It is in the common interest of the region to stop that
from transpiring. It would also help if China and Pakistan could help train the new security personnel
of Afghanistan.
Spillover effects are a reality, for better or worse. A stable and prosperous Afghanistan can spillover
prosperity onto its neighbors and an unstable and fragile Afghanistan will spillover instability onto
the region. This is the time for regional partners to extend a helping hand to the Afghan people and
government so that this post-conﬂict society leads to a sustainable and prosperous Afghanistan.

Dr. Naghmana Hashmi

Ex-Ambassador of Pakistan to China

ASSALAM O ALLAIKUM to respected panelists, respected moderators and
co-hosts, all our students and guests here, who are participating in this
session. Let me start by saying that there is absolutely no two opinions
about the fact that we are living in an age of information explosion. Which,
in my humbled view, is both good and bad. Good, because, gone are the
days when you had to really search for information. Now, the information from all parts of the world
on all subjects is at your ﬁngertips. The bad side of it is, in particularly in the context of Pakistan and
the context of the region, and the particularly, since we are talking of Pakistan, Afghanistan and
China, I will say this also true with Afghanistan, that we tend to follow the information, and tend to be
believe in the information that is emanating more from the west than other parts of the world. This is
particularly so, because of psychological orientation towards the West, because of our history, we
somehow associate information coming from America and from Europe, to be more authentic, and
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particularly, the general public, who is not that aware of the sensitivities of politics and strategy, and
the impact of wrong information, tends to believe in that information and fall prey to this negative
propaganda, which is very intentionally, generated by the people who are interested in a certain
region. And I think CPEC has also largely suffered, because of this negative propaganda, which has
been generated, by the West, for very obvious reasons, because they do not want this region to be
developed, particularly with links to China. And we have seen how the geopolitical and geostrategic
situation and the world is in a ﬂux, and we have also discussed, in detail, in the morning session, of
how the concentration between China and America is actually affecting all aspects, of international
politics, of economics, but, also, in the ﬁeld of information. Before I proceed further, I would like you to
recall, only last month, the US Senate has passed an act, which is called The China Containment Act,
and it is a huge document. It is 256 pages, in which they have laid down this strategy, in detail, how
to contain China’s inﬂuence in the West, and how to actually stop it from reaching that goal of
rejuvenation and then becoming the top country in the world by 2049. But what is of concern, more
than anything else in that document from the point of view of the topic of this session which is, the
information corridor, or what, how information affects interstate relations, and how information sort
of also, effects interpersonal relations within the country, and it's Foreign Policy, particularly with
neighbors. And, in this act, it is surprising that they have allocated a humongous amount of $350
million per year. For what? For fake news and propaganda against China and the projects, including
BRI with special focus on CPEC. That is why it is, in my view, extremely important and that is why this
panel discussion is also very timely. We need to be cognizant of these actions which are being
deliberately initiated to contain China, to malign China, to create doubts about China, and it's
intentions, not only in the rest of the world, but particularly in South Asia, and in that, particular in
Southwest Asia and, to be to be very precise, in Afghanistan, Pakistan and China. Therefore, it is very
important for us to, as Dr. Baqai said this morning, demystify CPEC, but I think, before demystifying
CPEC, because CPEC has been mystiﬁed because of this barrage of disinformation, which is being
deliberately sort of spread about this project, but we also need to have introspection, look at how
we are also adding to the mystery of CPEC. And that is, in my opinion, a very important thing to do.
We need to, before we go to demystify CPEC, I think we need to demystify our own thinking, and our
own strategic orientation, and we need to understand exactly where, as a nation, and we, you know,
as the best friends of China, and also friends and neighbors of Aghanistan, need to go, because
media can play a very important role. Media’s role has changed like everything else says changed in
the world and it has now become more than just a way of disseminating information. It has
particularly, after the induction of new media, which is led by CNN, but now, it is called the CNN
impact, and the social media it is extremely important that the government, particularly, leads the
way and be a little more, I think, ﬂexible and open about where our strategic orientation should be,
where our strategy compass should be focusing, and also avail the lots of framework which are
available. For example, I know for a fact that we have several frameworks which are available with
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China and also with Afghanistan, that can be ignited to share information, to create the platform
where authentic information about these countries is shared with each other and if we want peace
and if we want harmony in the region and if we want Afghanistan, to become the part of CPEC, and
therefore, open the Eurasian continent to trade and investment, and move forward towords what
President, she says, a shared future of economic development and prosperity. We need to be very
careful about the information that we receive, about the information that we ingest and analyze it,
and for that I would say suggest in addition to the platforms, in addition to the agreements, in
addition to the various television programs and media talks that we have, we built some kind of
trilateral mechanism with China, with Afghanistan, and with Pakistan. Where we sift, and we
propagate, the authentic information about these countries to each other, so that the
misunderstandings that are caused, and they are caused, both at the leadership level, but more
importantly, at the public level because we, the three countries involved, we are trying to unite and
move forward together for peace and development in the region. Unfortunately, do not understand
each other's language. I was shocked recently, when I was the ambassador to China, when one of
the leading, you know, intellectuals and writers walked-up to me, and he said Ambassador Hashmi,
you know, we are best of friends, but is it not strange, that we are iron brothers, and we are all
strategic cooperative partners, and yet we are strangers. And that, it really hit me, why are we
strangers? We are strangers because at the political level, at the strategic level, our understanding
is very clear. But at the people's level, the understanding is so weak that we tend to fall prey to our
common enemies, and unfortunately, the same thing is true with Afghanistan. Yes, at the leadership
level, the understanding is there. At the intellectual level, yes, the understanding is there and we
would like to join hands with China, with Afghanistan, and we would like to see the area prosper and
develop. But what is happening at the public level, there is this mistrust, misperception, which is
being ripped up. Basically, by the Western media, which we understand. None of us actually takes
out the time to read anything other than the American and the British newspapers who have an
agenda and they are doing a brilliant work, oh, you know, as far as their own, strategy of their own
countries is concerned, but we tend to forget that the three centers of information ﬂow, is basically
the US, Europe, and then India, and where is our information strategy? What are we doing to correct
the perception of our own people, the people of the region. How many of us go and read, for
example, the Chinese newspapers or the Afghan newspapers and media. And unfortunately,
although our media started very well in the early days of Pakistan, but this has, it also has its own
issues and problems, and that also add to misinformation and towards doubts, and
misunderstanding of china’s intentions, both in Pakistan, in the region, and in Afghanistan. There is
nobody out there, getting up, and telling the people of Pakistan, or the people of Afghanistan, that
China, in it's 10,000 year history has never gone beyond its borders, it is not a hegemonistic country,
it has never put its troops, on ground, in any country, it is not a country that is in the business of
regime changes, it does not interfere in your internal affairs. It is only interested in having peaceful
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relations, and particularly, with the neighbors, through economic development and cooperation. It is
not the Chinese model to go and be a hegemonistic part. It does not suit them. It is not in their
psyche. But how many people understand and know that. So when the Americans, or the British, or,
you know, the rest of the world says that they are in Afghanistan to colonize the minds, and colonize
the natural resources, or, they are in Pakistan because they want to turn them into the 52nd province
of China. It is rubbish, because this is disinformation being funneled in. So I would suggest that it is
time. It is very important to have a forum of the three countries together, particularly, on the
information because it is important to demystify CPEC, to demystify this relationship, and move
forward.

Lieutenant General (R)
Asif Yasin Malik
CEO Margalla Solutions

Bismillah hirahmanir Raheem ladies and gentlemen, Assalamu alaikum. First
of all, what an honor for me to be sitting in IBA. I am not a business student,
but always fascinated by this premier institution. Am grateful to Dr. Huma
and Dr. Nasir for giving me this opportunity, and I must congratulate Dr. Nasir for launching the China
Study Center, and the bright idea of the summit from Dr. Huma Baqai. I can not help starting with
geopolitics somehow, because I have been involved at certain levels, and what was missing in my
intro was that I am part of people-to-people dialogue with Afghanistan in which, for last six years, I
have been thrice, every year, to Afghanistan, and my last visit to Kabul and Mazar-e-Shareef was in
April, 2021. So I have had a good perspective of Afghanistan, at least as much as a foreigner can
have. Little bit of geopolitics before we go into information, CPEC has four words, C, and P, and E, and
C. The pain is ﬁrst two; C and P, and the union of C and P; China and Pakistan. China and Pakistan
both have no place in the New World Order as perceived by the Western super genius concept for
the future of the world. So, therefore, if they do not have a place in the New World Order, so they have
to do anything and everything to keep them out of it. Pakistan is also suffering, for which I, during my
official capacities also and now in a private capacity, I always see, say to the Western countries,
“Stop seeing Pakistan from the Afghan prison”. You know there was a stupid thing ﬂoating and even
if you go to any Western country, they will ask you less questions about Pakistan, more questions
about Afghanistan, and I tried to identify well, “I am a Pakistani”. So, that is the problem, and why we
are, I call, Pakistan as an irritant in the New World Order? Because, to their back of the mind, we are
a rogue state who do not succumb to the Western ideas, and specially after becoming a nuclear
power. The Indian perspective, which dominate the West for obvious reasons, Pak-China friendship
is also, you know a handicap for Pakistan, a major handicap for Pakistan, you know, and we have a
lot of other things. So I will straight away come to the media. I think, we must analyze the global
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media attitude towards CPEC. There is nothing in it except negativity. That is all. You read any global
media, you know in the print media, in the social media or in the electronic media, it is all negative,
and that leads me to the famous, you know, the buzzword “hybrid war”. The Western media is
involved in hybrid war against CPEC, and they are not against CPEC itself. Let me be very blunt
about it They are against C and P. So, when they abuse CPEC, or when they negate CPEC, the
objective is to sought out ﬁrst the C, and then the P, and in that context, China, as far as today, there
is a Taiwan issue, there is the South China issue, and now they are talking of India ocean, and they
have had the quad, and now, the new trilateral arrangement with Australia and the United kingdom.
So, all that, this is hybrid war against CPEC, which is on launch. The information and media
challenges are, for this information corridor, They are very complex, and I would say that would have
to walk an extra mile to overcome these complexities. The challenge for CPEC countries, including
Afghanistan, is that can they not overcome, at least blunt the western attack on CPEC, and when I
say CPEC, I include Afghanistan in it. Now, let us come to the individual media issues of Pakistan,
Afghanistan and China. The Pakistani media has structural issues. When I say structural issues, I was
somehow part of the administration when General Musharraf was launching the television freedom
private channels. We had been telling him that, please avoid cross-media issues, but there were
some geniuses who said, “No, we should not bother.”. So, now, these media giants have become,
because of the cross-media arrangement. I hope you understand, that means, if you have a press
print media, you also have television, and you also have other things. So which is become a very bad
thing for Pakistan. Not many countries are practicing it. Then we have the capacity issue of Pakistani
media. Pakistani media has been mostly controlled by big personalities. It is become status symbol
to own a TV channel or it is a new sense of value of owning a TV channel. And if you have a news
channel you can blackmail anybody and everybody, 25 hours a day. So, that is the sort of foundation
of our media system. Now then our media is mostly, for example, in the television system, there is an
operation ﬂaw in the Media. You will be surprised, I do not know many people would be knowing,
that the TV channels pays the cable operator for airing its program. It does not happen anywhere in
the world. The cable operator pays the TV channels for airing it, because he earns from the client.
So, there is a structural ﬂaw in the whole system of ours. Then, with due respect, there is a lot of state
inﬂuence on our television system, and that inﬂuence is sometimes positive and sometimes negative.
So, therefore, that is there. Now capacity, when I say and capability, our media is inward-looking. At
times, I am surprised things are happening. Okay, let us leave the world. The major happenings in
India, which is very important for our public and for us, there is no reporting in Pakistani channels. So
that is a very serious issue. Most of the human resource in our media is not qualiﬁed. I keep asking
how many journalists are MA or even Bachelor's in journalism. Very rarely, the topmost anchors today,
you will be horriﬁed if you go through their educational qualiﬁcations or their experience, you know,
so that is very important. Sensationalism is at its peak, you know, a dog dies, if it is a sensation, good
enough, a man dies, if he is not a sensation, forget it. And then, network limitations for obvious
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reason. Our media is exploitable. All must be knowing that in the last to last American budgets, it was
a declared budget of about $500 million to be distributed in Pakistani media, everybody knows it. So,
therefore, that is the exploitability, you know, which is being. Then its effect on the national character
in our nation-building. I think there is zero contribution by Pakistani media, in the development of
Pakistani people's character. In fact, they separate the vulnerabilities of the people and the national
psyche. Chinese media is very advanced, and in the last 10 years, they have advanced by leaps and
bounds. Today, Chinese media is going very fast towards a very, you know, sort of a vibrant media
system, within the state control, which is their overarching national system, but they are doing very
well. Now coming over to the Afghan media. The biggest handicap, I am also involved with a media
channel in Pakistan, so, I tried to bring the Afghan and Pakistani media channels together. The
problem is poor infrastructure in Afghanistan. I do not blame the history, but at least in the last 20
years of the occupation, they could have improved the media infrastructure in Afghanistan. Tthere is
no Pakistani media ingress in Afghanistan. There is no Chinese ingress in the media in Afghanistan,
and, vice versa, also. I had been to TOLO and other channels, and I would ask them, would you like
to bring your correspondent, we will facilitate, and they will say, “We will see” and what not. Indian
inﬂuence on Afghan media, has been very, very visible and powerful. You know, the people may not
know, you know, any important personality in Pakistan, but they would certainly know Shahrukh Khan
or somebody, and Shahrukh khan is now visiting the jail for his son. Language barrier, apart from
languages between Pakistan, Afghanistan, and China, within Afghanistan, you know, there is a
problem of multilingual society. You have the Pushto-speaking Pashtoons, and the non-Pashtoon
who speak Tajik or Uzbek languages. So for us, for an outsider, you ought to have at least a bilingual
system, which is difficult to implement. And ﬁnally, lack of interest in Pakistani media, also, they do not
report, and one of my visits, when the election was taking place in Afghanistan, there was a lady
professor from University in Kabul. And she said, I keep watching Pakistani television, that there will
be any reference to Afghan elections, and she said there was no reference in Pakistani media to the
Afghan election.
Few lines about the way forwards, I think we have to, the concept of CPEC information corridor is very
important. It is doable. It may seem to be, sort of, mystiﬁed something in the air. But I think it is doable.
For which, ﬁrst of all, the new dispensation in Afghanistan, I do not call it Taliban government, I call it
the Afghan government, has to be made aware of this new concept of the information corridor. They
are busy with very important things, but, I think, this is also very important for the afghan
dispensation for the future, to have a very vibrant and powerful media in Afghanistan, which is
acceptable around the world, they have to project themselves. The second thing is, that the
potential, media potential of Afghanistan has to be mobilized, that is very important. Regional
connectivity has to be improved. The important thing in the system, is the cellular telephone in
Afghanistan can be used for media purposes. FM radio stations in Afghanistan can be launched. Very
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important and a very powerful medium. In television, I think Afghanistan does not have a terrestrial
system. So they could look at terrestrial, satellite and digital, all the three mediums should be
available to the TV. Cinema has to be introduced, I do not know, within the restrictions of the regime.
So, therefore, the three countries should integrate their media, information access survey should be
carried out in Afghanistan, that, what is the access to information, development of the concept of
the CPEC corridor. I think, now that China Study Center has been made, you could launch the
concept of the corridor. I think that would be a very big service and, you know, launching of the
concept, incentivize the private sector in Pakistan and Afghanistan, to use this media. And ﬁnally, any
project in Afghanistan, that is being undertaken by any country, should have a component of
ﬁnancial contribution to media development in Afghanistan. So with these words, once again, I
congratulate IBA for establishing China Study Center. Thank you very much.

Art Exhibition: 70 Years of Diplomatic Relations
between China and Pakistan

China Study Centre in collaboration with Confucius Institute University of Karachi organized an art
exhibition of 70 years of diplomatic relationships between Pakistan and China. Pakistan has a
longstanding relationship with the People’s Republic of China, as Pakistan was the ﬁrst country to
recognize it. Over time, the strategic and economic relationship between both countries have been
strengthening through various joint projects. Over the 70 years, political leadership of both countries
have been committed to strengthening this longstanding relationship.
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Australian Deputy High Commissioner Visits
China Study Centre IBA Karachi
Delegates

from

the

Australian

High

Commission in Pakistan meet IBA's China
Study Centre Team.
The Deputy High Commissioner, Australian
High Commission in Pakistan, Ms. Joanne
Frederiksen

accompanied

Secretary,
Commissioner,

Mr.

Michael

Productivity

by

Political
Kourteff,

Commission

Australia, Mr. Paul Lindwall, and Political
Officer, Ms. Fareeha Shamim visited the CSC at the Main Campus.
Director CSC, Dr. Nasir Afghan briefed the team about the different academic and non-academic
activities conducted by the Centre, highlighting areas for mutual collaboration, more speciﬁcally in the
ﬁeld of agriculture.
Ms. Frederiksen expressed her interest to work jointly with China Study Centre IBA Karachi in various
domains especially the agriculture sector and human resource development to strengthen the
relationship between both the countries.
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DIRECTOR CSC IBA KARACHI DELIVERED KEYNOTE
SPEECH AT CPEC B2B INVESTMENT CONFERENCE
March 14, 2022: Dr. Nasir Afghan, Director of China Study
Centre, IBA, delivered a talk on 'Industrial Relocation:
Dynamics and Opportunities for Industrialization in
Pakistan' at CPEC Industrial Cooperation B2B Investment
Conference. The conference was organized by the Federal
Board

of

Investment,

in

collaboration

with

the

Government of Sindh and the Pakistan China Business
and Investment Forum.
The conference was attended by 100 Chinese companies
and over 400 Pakistani businessmen.
Keynote speaker, Dr. Afghan discussed that CPEC is
Pakistan’s Marshall Plan. Pakistan should achieve full play
through mobilizing special economic zones (SEZs) and creating a favorable ecosystem for Chinese,
American, and European businesses to come and invest in Pakistan. Furthermore, Dr. Afghan
discussed making the Dhabeji Industrial Zone a success story and then replicating the same model
in other SEZs, just as China did in Shenzhen in the 1980s.
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RESEARCH PROJECT: ASSESSMENT OF RED CHILI VALUE
CHAIN AND EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES TO THE
CHINESE MARKET
China Study Centre, with its objective to also act as a
research center, conducts research on the ‘Assessment of
Red Chili Value Chain and Export Opportunities to
Chinese Market’. A team of ﬁve researchers under the
supervision of Dr. Nasir Afghan, Director CSC, and Dr.
Muhammad

Ayaz

Chairperson

of

Management

Department IBA Karachi carried out a 4 months-long
research project.
Chilies are the most common and important ingredient,
found vastly in local markets. the market share of Pakistan
in the red chili sector has been declining constantly since
2011. The industry in Pakistan is undergoing a serious
recession for the past few years. The research has been
conducted in order to account for the underlying problems in the value chain through primary and
secondary research. the study identiﬁes reasons for the deck lining exports that have led to poor
quality which include water shortage, poor farm management skills, low-grade pesticides usage,
outdated farming practices, lack of quality standards and knowledge, etc. the research intends to
do an in-depth investigation of the upstream and low stream of the value chain, import and export
potential of Pakistan, issues in the supply chain, analysis of competitors and ways to improve the
quality of production in order to increase Pakistan net exports.
The research included the in-depth analysis of
the literature, and secondary data analysis
followed by the primary data collection through
interviews with farmers, farm managers/owners,
bidders/intermediaries, agriculture experts, the
food industry (Shan Foods and National), and the
policymakers.
China is one of the biggest consumers of red chili and the Chinese market has great potential for
Pakistani exporters. Considering the huge opportunity research was carried out to identify the
issues in the Pakistani red chili value chain from farm to fork, and its export potential to the global
market, especially to China. The research study was initiated in January 2022 and ended in May
2022.
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VIDEO CONFERENCE WITH TEAM FROM SILC
BUSINESS SCHOOL SHANGHAI UNIVERSITY CHINA

A team from SILC Business School, Shanghai University held a video conference with the CSC IBA
Karachi team. Dr. Ping Shuai, Dr. Isa Meng, Dr. Hilary, and Dr. Qing Li attended the video conference
to discuss the future areas of collaboration between the SILC Business School and China Study
Centre IBA Karachi. Dr. Ping Shuai appreciated the China Study Centre’s commitment to
strengthening the relationship between both countries on an academic level.
Dr. Nasir Afghan proposed to conduct joint research programs in various areas of mutual interest,
student and faculty exchanges, and participation of Pakistani start-ups in the upcoming Internet +
competition organized by SILC Business School. Dr. Ping Shuai and the team encouraged the
proposed idea and expressed their utmost commitment.
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RESEARCH CONFERENCE ON IMPACT OF
CHINA PAKISTAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT (CPFTA) ON
The China Study Centre in
collaboration

with

Trade

Development Authority of
Pakistan

(TDAP)

organizing

a

is

Research

conference on the ‘Impact
of

China

Pakistan

Free

Trade Agreement (CPFTA)
on

Bilateral

Trade

and

Investment’ on June 30,
2022.

MoU

signing

is

scheduled on June 07, 2022,
between CSC IBA Karachi
and

TDAP

collaboration

for
on

further
such

research-focused initiatives
to boost Pakistan’s export.
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SEMINAR ON CURRENT AND FUTURE
STUDIES OF CHINESE OVERSEAS ENTERPRISES
Dr. Nasir Afghan, Director China Study Centre, has been invited to participate as panel expert on
‘Current and Future Studies of Chinese MNC’ by The Shanghai International Studies University (SISU)
Intercultural Institute to be scheduled on June 11, 2022.
This seminar (in the form of a panel/roundtable) seeks to provide a platform for invited experts to
provide insights and generate ideas regarding intercultural research in the context of overseas
Chinese enterprises and contribute to research in the areas of intercultural adaptation, issues
affecting collaboration and conﬂict, and the socio-cultural inﬂuence of MNCs on the local people.
Experts with interdisciplinary expertise in the areas of intercultural business communication,
intercultural management, ﬁeld research experience in Belt & Road (BRI) countries, and other key
areas of international business. The goal of our SII team is that this time will generate informative
dialogues that both inspire and challenge new ways of addressing prior research limitations,
developing future studies, and building meaningful collaborations to further this important ﬁeld of
study.

ON-GOING PUBLICATIONS
CPEC: The Geo-Political and Geo-Economic Landscape (Book)
Assessment of Red Chili Value Chain in Pakistan (Research Paper)
Translation of Chinese literary pieces
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Suggestions and Collaboration
Reach us @ infocsc@iba.edu.pk | 021-38104700 - 2878

